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77 TASMAN ST
OPUNAKE
06 761 8668

4SQUARE 45

OPEN 7am to 9pm EVERYDAY!

At your Local Supermarket

HALLOWEEN

Valid until the 15th September 2016

NZ Asparagus Available Now! 
 
1st of the season, freshly cut $4.99 bunch. 
 
Nice photo please and inviting. 

Paraphernalia

Devils Horns
Witches Hats

Scary Masks
All $3

Spiders Webs
Fork & Sickel

Could you please include: 
Christmas hams $10.99 
 
We have halves 4.5– 6kg 
Thirds 3 – 4Kg 
and banquets @890 gms 
Whole hams by order 

$10.99/kg

Can we please have an eye catching ad to include the attached pictures and information below, also 
text and font size to entice the buyer please. 
 
Chick Kebabs $5.99 Pack 
Rolled Beef Roast $12.99Kg 
 
Please reply to this email address. 

Halves 4.5 - 6kg
Thirds 3 - 4kgs
Banquets @ 890gms
Whole Ham request only
Order in store soon!

Chicken Kebabs

Rolled Beef
Roast

Rolled Beef
Roast

$5.99 Pack (Satay, BBQ & Honey Soy)

$12.99kg$12.99kg

To all the kind, generous 
people in our community who 
donated to the Himalayan 
Trust, I feel obliged to give 
you some feedback on our 
trip. 

We arrived in Kathmandu 
on 23rd September and after 
24 hours we secured fl ights to 
Luckla for the following day. 
At 2800m above sea level this 
airstrip is considered one of 
the most dangerous places to 
land in the world. Harrison 
loved it but I was taking some 
deep breaths.  We landed 
safely and over lunch chatted 
to the helicopter rescue 
coordinator for Everest 
National Park. We talked 
about our fundraising efforts 
and his very interesting job, 
then on leaving the cafe the 
elderly lady owner presented 
Harrison and I with long white 
silk scarves which she placed 
around our necks. She had 
overheard our conversation 
and wanted to welcome and 
thank us. Very humbling. We 
hiked for an hour from Lukla 
to Cherikaka School where 
we were welcomed by the 
Principal, Bariman, and again 

A Himalayan adventure

white scarves were placed 
around our necks. Bariman 
gave us the grand tour around 
the school and campus. We 
got to see some serious re 
building - engineers, welders 
and builders were all on site, 
and there was a very solid 
construction process going 
on. Harrison also got to spend 
time with a Nepali class 
where he joined the local 
children seated on wooden 
benches learning to read 
English. 

At the Sherpa capital, 
Namche Bazaar (3300m) 
we both started to feel the 
altitude - tired and headachy. 
We spent two days here to 
acclimatise and visited two 
more schools. Khumjung 
School was awesome. Sir 
Edmund Hillary imported 

materials and constructed the 
fi rst classroom here back in 
1961. We met  the Principal 
who explained how the 
Himalayan Trust has done 
so much to help with the 
rebuild and construction of 
earthquake resistant school 
rooms. Close to the town 
of Khumjung is a deserted 
airstrip. Sadly this is where 
the plane crashed which 
killed Hillary’s fi rst wife and 
daughter. Namche town is 
perched on the side of a very 
huge cliff, very friendly and 
colourful people. 

We hiked on from small 
village to small village 
gaining altitude along the 
way. We were quite pleased 
with ourselves when we 
reached 4000m, the highest 
we had ever been. An old 

goat track led us up to a up to 
a peak overlooking Tenboche 
where my altitude meter 
read 4105m. Two days later 
we arrived in Dinboche and 
did an acclimatisation climb 
to 5060m which is twice 
the height of Mt Taranaki. 
It was tough but we knew 
we could go higher. After 
another two days of hiking 
we reached Gorak Shep, the 
highest village on the hike and 
possibly the highest village 
in the world at 5180m. We 
stayed the night then rose at 
4am for a two hour hike up to 
Kala Patter, a pyramid shaped 
peak that has a perfect view 
of Everest. This is as high as 
we can go at 5550m above 
sea level. Luckily we get 
some amazing views of the 

huge mountains, especially 
Everest. There are quite a few 
people with us who we’ve 
been hiking for some days 
and we all feel a great sense 
of satisfaction. We take in the 
incredible views for a couple 
of hours then, suffering from 
an extremely nasty headache, 
we head back down to the 
village for cups of tea and 
sleep. There are lots of 
memorials around Gorak 
Shep to the many people 
who have lost their lives 
climbing Mt Everest. We are 
looking for one in particular, 
Andy Harris who was part 
of Rob Hall’s expedition in 
1996 which ended tragically. 
Andy’s father Ron read about 
our trip in the Daily News 
and asked me to visit his 
memorial.

 The following day we hiked 
to Everest base Camp, feeling 
spaced out and dreamy from 
the altitude. The rugged 
track to EBC has stunning 
views of the ice fall which 
is a valley full of ice towers, 
blocks, tongues, beautiful and 
deadly. The icefall is always 
moving, getting pushed out 
from the base of the Everest 
pyramid. We head down to 
the ice fall to a glacier stream 
to fill our drink bottles, 
knowing that the rocks and 
gravel we are walking on 
are on ice. Unfortunately a 
loose boulder, the size of 
my backpack, gets dislodged 
and rolls down the bank over 
Harrison’s ankle. Not good. 
His ankle is very bruised and 
swollen. An Israeli military 

Continued page 16

The Minister of Small 
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Did a long lost 
shipwreck re-emerge 
on Opunake Beach? 
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Craig Martins and his 
son Harrison (10) often 
trek together and they list 
a summit of Mt Taranaki 
among their achievements. In 
September they extended their 
horizons by taking on a trip to 
the Himalayas aiming to raise 
funds to help rebuild schools 
damaged or destroyed in 
the Nepal earthquakes. The 
Opunake and Coastal News 
reported on their plans in our 
August 12 issue. Now Craig 
Martins reports on how they 
got on.

Crossing a large swing bridge in the Himalayas.

Craig and Harrison with a fl ag for Rahotu  School.

A Christmas 
Cracker from the 
Opunake Players p32.

Be careful who you 
employ . Okato Cops p6.
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• CARS •VANS
RENTAL VEHICLES

PICKERING MOTORS
11 TENNYSON ST   OPUNAKE   PH (06)  761-8363
0800 22 11 20    Email: pickering.motors@xtra.co.nz

• CHARTER
  BUSES

• VANS

• TOUR BUSES

ALUMINIUM  SCAFFOLDING
 FOR  HIRE

$35 per day,  $50 weekend.
More than 6 days $30 per day.

WATERBLASTER FOR HIRE
Petrol 3000 psi 15L/minC

Cost: Half day $90, Full day $120, Weekend
$130.  Friday after 3pm return Monday 9am.

Bond for waterblaster and scaffolding $50.
For more information contact Tracey or Christine at

209 oronation ve  W O TH

WHERE YOU GO FOR HEADSTONES

209 oronation ve
W O TH - h  06 59 99 5

33 High Street  
H W  - h  06 2 8 5518

All Farm BuildingsNew Houses
Alterations

Decks

Heartland Construction
Heartland Construction
48 Allison Street - Opunake - Taranaki -

For all your building requirements, contact us today

Roofing
Kitchens

Phil on 027 236 7129 

Merry Xmas & happy New Year to our current & future clients!

. essagech ch.co

If you love
Jesus Christ
and want to

know more visit:

A Letter of 
Thanks

 Firstly, many many thanks 
to the District nurses who 
cared for me over the last 
few months – you got me on 
my feet again.

Secondly, many thanks to 
Rebecca Neil who worked 
so hard to help get our 
garden ready for the Fringe 
Garden Festival Tour. Your 
help was invaluable.

Also, thanks to Robin and 
Rose for persuading us to 
enter the Festival. We got 
hundreds of people from 
all over New Zealand who 
enjoyed our garden and 
marvelled at the views.

 A special and belated 
thanks to Phil Brown for 
appreciating that because 
a newspaper story is 
‘sensational.’ it doesn’t 
always follow that it’s 
‘correct. No pohutukawa 
were ever removed as 
reported. Very pleased to 
know that action is now 
being taken to remove years 
of neglected undergrowth 
so that the Pohutukawa 
in selected areas can be 
highlighted and fl ourish as 
they should. A sea view 
can be much appreciated, as 
has been enjoyed by many 
longstanding residents who 
have in certain areas insured 
‘their sea view’ is protected 
and maintained in spite of 
the ‘wind.’

 Merry Christmas to All,
               Christina Knadle
                           Opunake

Tip Top Trumpet 
as President

After the American 
Presidential Election results 
I like many people around 
the world am absolutely 
stunned to what actually took 
place which, is somewhat 
still unbelievable.

Already Donald Trump 
has not only began to blow 
his Trumpet but has now 
picked his cabinet, so now 
he’s got to follow and abide 
by the Republican Party’s 
protocol, like if having 
a plan he must discuss it 
with his cabinet, then to the 
House of representatives, 
then to the Senate.  If his 
plan  is passed he can then 
put his plan into action, 
but if it’s not he cannot do 
anything.  Knowing Trumps 
unpredictability, he could go 
ahead. Now if this happens, 
the Supreme Court  steps in 
and will say no again.  He 
over rules, Trump could 
fi nd himself in big trouble  
then he could be impeached 
or sacked, then Mike Pence 
would become President.

Yes I was like Bernice 
McKellar, hoping to see 
Hillary Clinton becoming 
the fi rst lady resident of the 
United States of America, 
but somehow somewhere 
60 million stupid Americans 
listened to an outsider 
Donald Trump saying he’ll 
make America good again.  

Stomp on National
When reading Mrs Mary 

Moore’s letter to the 
editor (November 4)  about 
Jonathon Young’s bragging 
over National’s responsible 
economic management 
resulting in a surplus, and 
then going on to say it’s 
like Robin Hood in reverse 
robbing the poor to give 
tax breaks to our wealthy 
New Zealanders, well, she is 
extremely correct.

National and the American 
Republican Party are both 
tarred with the same colour 
which is red, which is a sign 
of danger, as both political 
parties policies are nearly 
the same. Even Donald 
Trump has stated he was 
also going to give every 
wealthy American a tax 
deduction, which also tells 
me that both National and 
the Republicans have their 
own political agendas to suit 
themselves, not anyone else.

Mrs Moore, remember 
next year we have our own 
general election. Now our 
country cannot afford to have 
any more blunders, broken 
political promises and so 
many New Zealanders out of 
work if National goes back 
into power.  Every New 
Zealander must now look for 
a political party who actually 
cares about New Zealanders, 
so if I was you, start talking 
to people about having a 
change in parliament, as 
at this stage our country is 

Sad News
Jenny and Tina have to 

advise all customers and 
friends that we will be 
closing our Print Shop as 
from December 25th 2016.  
It’s the old story ‘if you don’t 
use it, you lose it’.  We do 
realise that money makes the 
world go around but in our 
case, there’s not enough of 
it!  Understandably, we just 
aren’t keeping busy enough 
for long enough anymore.  
Shame it’s come to this after 
30 odd years.  On this note 
we would strongly like to 
encourage people to support 
their small local businesses 
as nobody wants to see 
another empty store on our 
lovely main street.  Anyway, 
if all money owed could 
please be paid by Christmas 
and all work picked up.  We 
are going to miss you all so 
much and we thank you for 
your custom throughout the 
years, you’ve kept us going.  
From the 9th of January 

Apologies  if 
your emails 
were returned 
undelivered.

We recently had a bit of 
an issue with our emails 
which meant we were 
unable to receive them and 
the sender was notifi ed 
they were undeliverable.

The situation has now been 
resolved so there should 
be no further problems.

Our apologies if 
anyone was affected. 
Please re-send them.

Many thanks.
                                                            Editor
 

 Richard Oliver
It is with immense sadness 

we acknowledge the passing 
of Pastor Richard Oliver.

Richard wrote a column 
on spiritual matters in the 
Opunake & Coastal News 
for many years, the BBC 
which we ran on page 2. The 
last of his columns appeared 
in the second last issue 
November 4.

We extend our sincere 
condolences to the Oliver 
family for their loss.                           

                                Editor 
 

To me I believe his position 
as President won’t last very 
long at all as already half 
of the Republican Party 
has now regretted having 
Donald Trump for their 
country’s President which 
will haunt them for the rest 
of their political lives .

                  Tom Stephens, 
                  New Plymouth

Richard (left) in Mosambique on a trip he went on with his 
wife Margaret in 2013.

 On this month in history 
Rosa Parks keeps her seat

On December 1, 1955 Rosa 
Parks, an African-American 
woman refused to give up 
her seat on a bus to a white 
man (As she was required to 
by a racist law of the time). 
This led to the arrest of the 
42-year-old in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Her arrest was 
followed protests and 
boycotts in the segregated 
southern states of the United 
States. Many African-
American refused to use the 
bus system instead walking 
many kilometres.

Continued page 3

Reverend retires again
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HARDINGS
FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
17 REGENT ST HAWERA

PHONE 06 278 8633
SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES  FOR 3 GENERATIONS

Our professional attention to detail 
& empathy is our hallmark

• Sectional, Roller, Tilt.
• Automatic Openers

• Repairs & Maintenance
Call for a Free Measure & Quote

Ph 06 7588073

Garage Doors Specialists
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Agricultural advice  
by the book

When it comes to legal issues in the farming industry, 
you’ll find the team at RMY Legal speak your language.

O  S
ary unlop

Supporting Coastal Farmers for 30 years
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Trauma  Health
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A lifeguard’s  
perspective

What’s the saying ? “One 
picture is the same as a 
thousand words”?

In response to Ron Brewer 
article in your last edition, 
lease fi nd attached some 

photos from our lifeguards 
perspective.

Two photos taken from 

through to the 13th, we will 
be open to sell off equipment 
pertaining to printing and 
laminating.  

Thank you
                  Jenny Cavaney
The Print Shoppe, Opunake 

ground level, outside of our 
First Aid room, as you can 
see no water visible at all.

Two photos taken from 
the upstairs patrol room, no 
visible high tide mark any 
more, and the corner at the 
bottom of the goat track 
completely hidden.

No disrespect to Ron, we 
Taken at ground level.

Taken from the patrol tower.

Continued from page 2

acknowledge the fantastic 
work you have put in over 
the years, however, there is 
another side to the story ( 
as always) which needs to 
be taken into account.

     Mike Roach, President
Opunake Surf Lifesaving 
Club.

The Rev Arthur Barnfather 
was farewelled last Sunday, 
with a special buffet dinner, 
after his fi nal sermon at t 
Pauls Co-operating parish in 
Opunake.

 Rev Barnfather has given 
monthly sermons at St Pauls 
church for the last seven 
years.

The minister who was 
ordained in 1982 and lives 
in Stratford with his wife 
Robyn, gave his usual 
interesting and entertaining 
sermon peppered with the 
usual, often humorous, 
anecdotes of his own 
experience in ministry over 
the years.

He urged church goers to 
invite other people along 
to church and says in one 
parish he did a little survey 
and found  had fi rst 
come to the church because 
they were invited. He then 
went on to tell us of his own 
initiation as a 19 year old 
farm worker when he was 
invited to the local church. 
“I had nothing better to do 
so I went along and duly 
fell asleep,” he confessed to 
laughter. 

Arthur eventually went 
on to become an ordained 
minister after a career as a 
grocer.

He drew analogies with the 
business world and the Ten 
Commandments and spoke 
of a fellow grocer who had 
been in business for some 
time. Initially this person 
didn’t start out with rules but 
with time developed a long 
set of them which he said 
was “due to staff”.

God too has a set of 
regulations “because we all 
start doing our own thing” 
said Arthur.

Afterwards parishioner 
Cobus Blom paid tribute to 
the work Arthur has done in 
the parish and acknowledged 
it was sad to have to say 
goodbye “to a wonderful 
pastor and his wife”.

“He came, he touched, then 
was gone like a summer 
breeze,” he said quoting 
from the Cliff Richard song 
‘The Day I Met Marie’ 
written by the Shadows. 
He has never let us down,” 
Cobus added and referred 
to Arthur as hardworking, a 

Reverend retires again

Reverend Arthur Barnfather (centre) and wife Robyn  (left) being farewelled by Macey 
Luttrell.

straight shooter and someone 
who never deviated from the 
word of God. As well as 
always having time to listen 
to people, he was “great fun 
to have around.” 

Long-time parishioner Jack 
Van der Sar, said Arthur 
“gave us examples of so 
many happenings during 
his ministry which a young 
minister would not have 
been able to give”. Robyn 
assisted in the wrapping up 
of Christmas cakes for the 
elderly. 

Macey Luttrell then 
presented the couple with 

some fl owers and touchingly 
spoke of how Arthur had 
“made a real impact in my 
life”. Another long-time 
parishioner Kathryn Stanley 
also spoke, thanking Arthur 
for all the visiting he had 
done round the parish.

Arthur who will be retiring 
– though he came to Stratford 
to retire from Kaikoura some 
years ago – and Robyn will 
no doubt be busy with their 
13 grandchildren and two 
great grandchildren.

He admits though “I love 
preaching” and no doubt will 
be doing a bit of that too. 

Arthur said he likes to 
refer in his sermons to his 
own life experience - which 
he described as “a way of 
connecting” – as was humour 
. “God loves humour”.

And his parting words, 
“All my life as a Christian, 
God has never failed me or 
let me down.” He referred 
to the Book of Psalms in 
the Bible which mentions 
a hundred times the love of 
God. Despite what people 
say “God never fails”.

We wish Arthur and Robyn 
the very best for the future.
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We would like to wish our valued clients a

wonderful Christmas and a happy New Year.

Maree Liddington

I once saw a cartoon of  
two monkey’s working the 
cogs on a machine, and the 
caption was, ‘Things don’t 
work unless we do!’

This is so true.  It doesn’t 
seem long since the local 
body elections when we 
heard great promises made 
and great requests given.  

W h y  d o  w e  h a v e 
Community Boards some 
people asked?  How can you 
be effective? How can you 
make a difference?  All good 
questions and reasonable 
ones at that.

I could reply, “We work 
to be a communication link 
between the community 
and the Council.  We lobby 
Council on local issues and 

needs to see these things 
through and make them 
happen.”

And this is one aspect I wish 
to work on in the next three 
years – better communication 

between the community and 
the Community Board.  

All our work is in vain if we 
act on issues or projects that 
have no concern or relevance 
to the local community.  Last 
year the Board held a public 
meeting in Eltham, ‘Fly your 
Ideas’.  We invited people to 
come along and put forward 
suggestions for projects and 
improvements in the town.  
This was very successful and 
helped us identify what you, 
the community want.  One 
suggestion of an International 
Airport didn’t get the tick, 
but hey, sometimes the most 
way out ideas have some 
merit.  Many of the other 
suggestions have been done 
or are in the pipeline.

Things don’t work unless we do
Early in the New Year, 

we aim to hold a similar 
meeting at Kaponga.  We 
will invite locals to come 
along and share their ideas 
for the town.  Once again 
there is no point the Board 
planning great projects and 
improvements if that is not 
what the locals want.  So, 
Kaponga people, watch this 
space.  Get thinking about  
ideas for your town; we are 
coming.  

As this is my last comment 
of the year, best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year 
from Eltham Community 
Board.

              Maree Liddington
Eltham Community Board

Niwa’s research vessel 
Tangaroa was diverted to 
the Kaikoura coast after the 
7.8 earthquake. Surveys of 
the seabed ha e confi rmed 
the Needles Fault ruptured 
34km offshore. Scientists 
on board the vessel have 
collected 61 sediment cores 
- each measuring about 5.5 
metres - from the continental 
margin between Poverty Bay 
and Kaikoura. (pictured).

It’s hoped the cores will 
p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f 
submarine landslides. Niwa 
marine geologist Dr Philip 
Barnes said the cores revealed 
a huge turbidity current 
offshore from Marlborough 
and Wairarapa - extending 
a t  l e a s t  3 0 0 k m  f r o m 
Kaikoura. But the locations 
of underwater landslides 
that caused the turbidity 
have not been identified.

Meanwhile back on land, 
geologists have been looking 
at evidence of new faulting 
in Marlborough. University 
of Canterbury researchers 
found “spectacular” fault 
displacements, including an 
area north of Waiau which had 
2.2m horizontal displacement 
a n d  1 . 5 m  v e r t i c a l . 
GPS stations detected a slow-
slip earthquake underway 
in the Hawke’s Bay and 
Gisborne regions. Silent or 
slow-slip earthquakes are 
undetectable by both humans 
and GeoNet’s seismographs, 
but the GPS stations detected 
movement of up to 2-3cm 
- similar to that seen in 
previous East Coast slow-
slip events. A magnitude 
5.5 earthquake that struck 
the area fit with previous 
earthquake “clusters” during 
slow-slip events in the area.
Kayak guides spotted an 

interesting by-product of 
the earthquake - bubbles 
in the sea off Kaikoura. 
University of Canterbury’s 
Dr Matthew Hughes said 
the bubbles were likely due 
to a mix of carbon dioxide 
and hydrogen sulphide 
released through cracks in 
the seafloor caused by the 
magnitude 7.8 earthquake.
An aftershock that damaged 
homes in North Canterbury 
was within the aftershock 
forecast, GNS Science’s 
Natalie Balfour told media. 
But since then, things have 
been particularly quiet.
GeoNet’s Sara McBride 
wrote  that the number of 
aftershocks was within the 
forecast range, but on the low 
side and cautioned people still 
to be prepared. “Just because 
we are in the lower end of 
the forecast, it doesn’t mean 
that this will stay that way.”

  Quake unravelling continues

The continental margin between Poverty Bay and Kaikoura
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Broadband, cellphone 
coverage and the state of 
rural roads were among the 
subjects that the minister of 
Small Business and Statistics 
Craig Foss was grilled on 
when he spoke at Everybodys 
Theatre on November 23.

South Taranaki District 
deputy mayor Phil Nixon, 
former deputy mayor Ian 
Arms t rong  and  Sou th 
Taranaki District councillor 
Bryan Roach took Mr Foss 
to task for the progress being 
made on connectivity issues 
for Coastal Taranaki.

Afterwards Mr Foss said 
he wasn’t fazed about the 
grilling he received and 
thought the meeting had 
gone well.

“It’s great to see the hunger 
for broadband, as it shows 
everyone can see what it can 
do,” he said.  “They are not 
whingeing. They want things 
to happen.”

The Opunake meeting, 
organised by the Opunake 
and  Dis t r i c t  Bus iness 
association was the last of 
several he spoke to on his 
visit to Taranaki.

“This is the best place so 
far. It’s certainly the most 
theatrical,” he said. Mr Foss 
even asked what picture was 
showing that night.

While larger companies 
grabbed all the headlines the 
country’s small businesses 
were the untold heroes of the 
economy, he said.

These are the 99 per cent 
employing fewer than 50 
people, and the 97 per cent 
employing fewer than 20 
people.

Mr Foss said governments 
are not good at running 
businesses.

“In government we try to 
get out of your way, to help 
you fulfi l your otential

He said the government 
was trying to make it easier 
for businesses to operate 
through measures  l ike 
changes to provisional 
tax and the allocation of a 
13 digit number meaning 
businesses would not have 
to waste time dealing with 
a large number of separate 
governments and agencies.

“It  wil l  be one door. 
One portal to deal with 
government,” he said.

There is also the business.
govt.nz website which has 
some valuable aids to help 

businesses.
Mr Foss said business 

models are being smashed 
and turned on their heads. 

“Nowadays your customers 
and competitors can be 
anywhere in the world. You 
need to be able to tap dance as 
fast as you can. This is more 
important than ever before, 
because your competitors 
already are.”

W h i l e  t h i s  p r o d u c e d 
challenges, businesses in 
places like Opunake still have 
things to offer which bigger 
operators don’t.

“We like nature. We like 
personal contact. It’s the 
gidday Craig when you walk 
into a shop. Amazon and Co 
can never do that.”

At question time the tempo 
of the meeting changed with 
Mr Foss being challenged on 
connectivity issues. Deputy 
Mayor Phil Nixon said while 
the government had done a lot 
to ut fi bre into urban homes  
there are still farmers in rural 
areas lacking a decent internet 
service, and more needed to 
be done to fi  u  mobile black 
spots. The government had 
asked the South Taranaki 
District Council to put in 
registrations of interest for 
rural broadband, as well as 
a digital enablement plan, 
and the Council had done 
a lot of work along these 
lines, but they had heard 
nothing further from central 
government, Mr Nixon said.

His predecessor as deputy 
mayor Ian Armstrong said 
there are still places, like 
parts of his Te Kiri farm 

where cellphone coverage is 
an issue. 

“Once you’re away from the 
house there are parts of the 
farm that have no reception. 
At the cowshed it’s really 
poor. If somebody has an 
accident in one of these areas, 
there’s a real problem.”

South Taranaki District 
councillor Bryan Roach said 
the broadband available to 
farmers was too slow.

e need fi bre down all the 
rural roads and we need high 
speed,” he said. 

N e w  P l y m o u t h  M P 
Jonathan Young said he 
and other Taranaki MPs 
had been meeting with 
communications minister 
Amy Adams and work was 
being done.

“No one’s sitting on their 
hands on this issue,” he said. 
“We know that regional New 
Zealand is wanting to catch 
up with what’s happening in 
the larger towns.”

Mr Foss said in other parts 
of the country local people 
had been able to develop 
their own solutions. He 
acknowledged that in some 
places broadband wasn’t  
becoming avai lab le  as 
quickly as people would 
have liked.

“ I t ’ s  par t  o f  be ing  a 
mountainous country. It’s 
hard to have one hundred 
per cent coverage, but we are 
getting there.” 

Another issue brought up 
at the meeting was the state 
of local roads. Cr Roach said 
this had been a long standing 
concern of his. 

‘The  Coas t  road  has 
deteriorated and is not up to 
the standards it used to be. 
There would be half a dozen 
bridges I would describe as 
dangerous, but it seems there 
needs to be a fatality for 
anything to happen.”

Others at the meeting cited 
examples of problem areas 
like the Waiteika Road-Surf 
Highway intersection and a 
bridge near Rahotu.

Mr Foss said that while 
New Zealand’s road toll was 
comparable to other countries 
it was still too high. While at 
one time the emphasis was 
on fi ing u  stretches of road 
where fatalities had already 
occurred, today the emphasis 
is more on assessing risk.

After the meeting Mr 
Armstrong said he was 
pleased Mr Foss had come 
to see for himself what local 
people are saying.

“It’s good to see those guys 
get out and fi nd out what the 
issues are. We now wait with 
baited breath to see what’s 
going to happen.”

The day the minister came to Everybodys

From left. Clem Coxhead, Alison Hayward, Jonathan Young MP, Minister of Small 
Business Craig Foss, Liz Sinclair.
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*New homes
*Alterations
*Rotary cowsheds
*Herringbone dairy sheds
*Concrete driveways

*Bridges
*Pre-cast silage pits
*Hay barns & implement sheds
*Concrete races
*Repair work

We are a licensed building practitioner and Master Builders member.
Experienced in the design and consent process.

Windscreen replacements & repairs
Chassis Straightening
Spoiler Kits fitted
Private repairs      Rust proofing
Plastic welding     Insurance work
2  hour towing

Ph/Fax (06) 278 8233
22 Cambria Street, Hawera

Mob 027 249 9489
A/Hrs (06) 278 7314

mr.fix@xtra.co.nz
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e wish all our ustomers a merry
Christmas  a safe  ha y ew ear

e are losed on statutory holidays ut
otherwise o en over the festive season

Hi Everyone
Hope all are safe and gear-

ing up for the festive season 
– hopefully the weather will 
start to improve.

Good to be involved in the 
Xmas Parade again in Okato 
last weekend, some amazing 
efforts going in to decorate 
the fl oats and a lot of smiles 
on children’s faces. Good 
work by the Lions Club and 
the other organisers for mak-
ing it a safe and well run 
event.

In regards to rural crime the 
same messages need to be 
spread in regards to securing 
our property and to make 
things hard for our crims – we 
seem to average about 15 – 20 
burglaries in Rural Taranaki a 
month,  so one every two days 
or so. This needs to reduce 
and we are working hard to 
identify offenders and hold 
them accountable. 

Watch who you employ

Please continue to report 
crime at every opportunity. 
I am aware that FMG Insur-
ance and Federated Farm-
ers have conducted surveys 
around reporting crime and 
up to 50 per cent of crime 
is unreported with the main 
reason given as they don’t 
want to bother the police 
with trivial matters. We like 
to be bothered as we can get 

an accurate picture of what 
is really happening in the 
area, and then can throw the 
right amount of resources at 
the problems. Please let us 
know if you see something 
going on in your area that we 
should know about. We can 
treat all cases confi dentially 
if need be.

One issue around crime 
on farms has been the ex-
employee factor. Several 
crimes lately ha e had the fi n
ger pointed at the disgruntled 
worker which in some cases 
is a fair point. If you are in 
the habit of locking things up 
like the implement shed, or 
hiding the bike key or house 
key then consider that when 
you dismiss your worker he 
may know your habits and 
where you hide the key. If 
this happens to you consider 
changing locks or your hiding 

places.
Continue to be vigilant 

around who you employ. 
Do your homework and ask 
for references when you are 
looking to employ. Don’t 
feel that you have to employ 
someone just because they 
are the only applicant for the 
job. Ask that referee if they 
would have the guy or girl 
back on their farm again. 
Unfortunately there are ex-
employers out there who 
will tell you that some guy 
is really awesome when they 
aren’t , and you end up with 
their rubbish.

That’s all for now. Please 
continue to be safe on our 
roads and feel free to call into 
the Okato Station if there are 
matters you wish to discuss.

                     Rhys Connell
                                Okato.

On Monday December 5, 
we are joining forces with 
the St John’s Ambulance and 
fi tness walking grou  for the 
annual Food Bank Christmas 
collection. So if you hear 
a siren outside your house, 
grab a non - perishable food 
item, come out and drop it 
in the box. There are people 
in the community who are 
really hurting financially, 
so if you can share a little 
kindness, your food dona-
tion will help make someone 
else’s Christmas special. 
Remember, children from 
less fortunate families love 
special treats too. 

Our normal Monday (No-
vember 15) night practice 
turned into an epic evening 
with something like 15 calls 
coming in due to the severe 
gale force winds. We were 
so inundated with requests 
for help, the Rahotu brigade 
was sent in to help out. An 
added bonus for them was on 
their return to Rahotu, they 
came across a power pole 
cross member on fi re near the 
Namu Road corner. Nothing 
they could really do other 
than to look at the light show.

 In a lot of cases there is not 
a great deal we can or are al-
lowed to do. We can’t climb 

Opunake Volunteer Fire Brigade joins 
forces with St John Ambulance

on a roof in blustery condi-
tions to atch u  the fl a ing 
iron or secure a television 
aerial. We can however, 
board up a blown - in ranch 
slider door, and help clear 
debris or cones off fallen trees 
on the road. We were called 
to all of these scenarios on 
Monday night but unfortu-
nately, could only help out 
in a few of them. 

The brigade wish to thank 
Bill and the happy team at 
Opunake Fish and Chips 
and More, for the delicious 
hot food they supplied in the 
later part of  “Super Moon 
Monday.” There isn’t much 
that beats coming in wet and 
wind - blown from attending 
numerous call-outs, and be-
ing greeted with warm kai 
in the oven. Thanks Bill, our 
crew certainly appreciates 
your thoughtfulness.

We got a 2:00 am start on 
Thursday November 17 when 
a cow shed power box on 
the Eltham Road decided to 
warm up in the cool weather. 
However, by the time we 
arrived, it had calmed down 
and only the smell of smoke 
could be detected  ur offi cer 
in charge had a quick chat 
with the farm owner who said 
the power supplier had been 

advised, and as there was 
nothing else we could do, we 
were “all aboard” and headed 
back home to bed. After all, 
Gordy needs all the beauty 
sleep he can get.

We all thought the worst 
when a call came in on Thurs-
day evening that a car and 
a motor cycle had collided 
on the corner of Arawhata 
Road and Surf Highway 45. 
On arrival, we found a mo-
tor cyclist, along with his 
bike, lying on their sides in 
the paddock. This was the 
result of the motor cyclist 
side- swiping a very new 
Audi SUV, which was towing 
a horse fl oat  as it turned u  
the Arawhata Road. Luckily, 
both man and machines only 
suffered moderate injuries, 
so all will be back on the 
road again in the near future. 
It would have been a great 
spectacle to have witnessed, 
as the fence was not damaged 
and both bike and patient 
ended up in the paddock. It 
would have been a jump Evil 
Knievel would have been 
proud of. 

On Saturday November 19, 
fourteen of our members, 
along with three ex-members 
and three good sorts, arrived 
at ex- member “Sharpie’s” 

house for a little repair and 
maintenance. John is having 
a few health issues so we 
decided to pay him a visit 
(unannounced) and attack 
some of the tasks that he has 
been unable to do. Luckily, 
the weather didn’t bother us 
too much so we could do the 
business, and Shorty could 
cook the b.b.q. without get-
ting the onions soggy. The 
brigade would like to thank 
Phil Brophy from Heartland 
Construction for his guid-
ance, sponsorship and assis-
tance  hey say that the fi re 
service worldwide is like one 
big family, and when help is 
required everyone chips in. 
That was certainly the case 
on Saturday. Thanks team.

The crew attended our 65th 
call out for the year when we 
were dispatched to another 
motor cycle incident on Surf 
Highway 45, between the 
Watino and Puketapu Roads 
on Tuesday November 22. 
The sole motor cyclist was 
heading to Oaonui but un-
fortunately failed to take 
the corner at the end of the 
Pihama straight, and ended 
up going to the Hawera Hos-
pital instead with a possible 
broken ankle along with a few 
other mild injuries.
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MediCross Urgent Care and GP clinic
8 Egmont Street • New Plymouth

Phone 06 759 8915
Web www.medicross.co.nz

No appointments needed
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7 days per week.
Taranaki’s only ACC accredited urgent care and

GP clinic with onsite pharmacy and x ray

A complete range of primary
and acute care options

Walk in or call us today.
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Opunake Volunteer Fire Brigade joins 
forces with St John Ambulance
       Continued from page 6.

It was great to see an inter-
ested person coming along on 
Monday night for a look at 
what we do. We found him a 
pair of overalls and he joined 
us at the old dairy factory for 
our “working from open wa-
ter” practice. This involved 

setting the portable pump up 
under the bridge and pumping 
up to a make shift dam (using 
ladders and a tarpaulin), and 
then pumping out of that to 
the fi re  his not only gi es 
us practice with the equip-
ment, but it also blows the 
cobwebs out of the gear, so 
that it is always ready should 

the need arise.
 If anyone else is keen to see 

what we do with the idea of 
possibly joining, pop along 
and have a word with Fire 
Chief Rodney Woods. It is 
good to have two new recruits 
going along together as they 
can give each other support, 
discuss various aspects of the 

course and maybe even prac-
tice together on anything that 
is causing diffi cultly  

So if you have been thinking 
about it, now is a very good 
time to front up.

             
           The Fiery Fencers 

On March 23, 1870 a tim-
ber-laden schooner The Fal-
con ran aground at Opunake 
Beach. The wooden ship 
was completely wrecked, but 
luckily no lives were lost. A 
subsequent Court of Inquiry 
determined that the captain 
J T Cicely was in no way to 
blame for the shipwreck.

The  Fa lcon  (Number 
46,581) was built at Coro-
mandel in May 1864. It’s 
length was 62.2 feet, with a 
beam 16.5 feet and it had a 
depth of 5.8 feet.

The remains of this ship 
appeared on the south end 
of the beach about 50 metres 
north of the cliffside rock 
fi eld and  metres out from 
the seawall. 

Two locals Ray and Wine-
fride Corrigan spotted the 
146-year-old remains  on 
November 6 of this month. 
They described six pieces of 
protruding wooden structure, 
which had been rendered 
black by weathering. The 
remains were only visible 
at low tide and have disap-
peared as mysteriously as 
they appeared, presumably 
covered over by sand. The 
couple were convinced it 

Opunake Beach shipwreck - 
appears then vanishes

LEFT: Winefride and Ray  
Corrigan pont to where 
they saw remains of the 
shipwreck before it disap-
peared.

was the wreck of a ship and 
referred to the curvature of 
some of the remains which  
they considered supported 
their view.

Winefried, who is keen on 
fishing, says she has been 
visiting the beach ralmost 
daily for about thirty years, 
but has never seen signs of 
the shipwreck before.

Another tourist attraction 
for Opunake perhaps if we 
could excavate it!

                                Editor

RIGHT: Jenny 
McKenzie-Russell took 
this photograph of the 
shipwreck remains as 
seen several days earlier. 
We thank Jenny for her 
permission to include this 
picture.
If the shipwreck reappears 
we’d be grateful if we 
can be told so we can 

On this month in history Abel 
Tasman sights New Zealand

On December 13, 1642 
Captain Abel Janszoon Tas-
man (from Holland) first 
sighted New Zealand.  He 
was sailing under the aus-
pices of the Dutch East India 
Company. As far as we know 
he was the fi rst uro ean to 
sight this country, although 
reputedly he did not land after 
a bloody clash with the Indig-
enous people he encountered 
at Golden Bay (He named it 

Murderers Bay) at the top of 
the South Island.

It is hard to believe, but 
Abel Tasman reputedly never 
actually landed on shore. 

It was Captain Cook in 
1769 who had that honour 
and also drew the fi rst ma  
of New Zealand, which was 
reasonably accurate, despite 
making Banks Peninsula an 
island and Stewart Island a 
peninsula.



8   FROM THE BEEHIVE OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWSFriday, December 2, 2016

Andrew Little MP

.national.org.n

Chester orrows
P R W AN AN

awera ffice
11 ictoria treet
Ph: 06 27  40
chester.hawera parliament.govt.n

Authorised by Adrian Rurawhe,  
Parliament Buildings,  
Wellington

labour.taranaki@parliament.govt.nz
06 757 5662  |  0800 ADR1AN

Adrian Rurawhe
MP for Te Tai Hauāuru

Labour Taranaki O�ce
21 Northgate 
Strandon
New Plymouth

O�ce hours:
10am – 2pm  
Monday to Friday 
3 – 7pm Thursday

1011 - Rurawhe electorate ad 70x100.indd   1 13/10/15   14:30

Authorised by Andrew Little,  
Parliament Buildings,  
Wellington

labour.taranaki@parliament.govt.nz
06 757 5662

Andrew Little
Labour Leader

Labour Taranaki O�ce
21 Northgate 
Strandon
New Plymouth

O�ce hours:
10am – 2pm  
Monday to Friday 
3 – 7pm Thursday

1010 - Little electorate ad 70x100.indd   1 13/10/15   14:21

JONATHAN YOUNG
M P  F O R  N E W  P L Y M O U T H

A: Corner Gill & Liardet Streets
P:  06 759 1363
E:  newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
W: www.jonathanyoung.co.nz
 Jonathan Young Mp
 jonathanyoungmp

Chester Borrows MP

Six years on from the Pike 
River disaster the memory of 
that day still burns strong and 
the families still wait for the 
Government to make good 
on its promises. They are still 
waiting for justice.

Mining communities are 
special. The work creates a 
tight bond- your life depends 
on the person next to you. 
That spirit of solidarity 
flows through the whole 
community. When I was head 
of the EPMU, the miners 
were always some of our 
staunchest members. They 
stand beside each other no 
matter what. When tragedy 
struck it hit everyone hard.

This month I returned to the 
Pike River Mine Portal with 
some family members of the 
Pike 29 to pay my respects.

The grief of the families, 

friends and workmates and 
the way the whole community 
rallied around them is still 
vivid.  In that Kiwi way, 
we all did what we could no 
matter how little it may have 
been. We all understood we 
needed to help those left 
behind , get the bodies out, 
and fi nd out what went wrong 
so that it would never happen 
again.

John Key has stood in front 
of those families and said 
“we’re committed to getting 
the boys out, and nothing’s 
going to change that. So, when 
people try and tell you we’re 
not, they’re playing with 
your emotions.” That was 
during an election campaign, 
though. The families are still 
waiting.

Now, Mr Key denies ever 
making that promise.  Now, 
the Government wants to 
seal the mine forever. Just 
this week Mr Key sent Nick 
Smith to threaten the Pike 
families with arrest if they 
try to stop Solid Energy 
entombing their loved ones.

The Government claims it’s 
not safe to enter the drift and 
try to get any bodies in there 
out. That’s not true.  Experts, 
both local and international, 

say the mine is now stable. 
We can get those men out and 
secure evidence regarding the 
cause of the explosion. It can 
be done.

The National Government 
just wants to wash its hands 
of the whole thing and move 
on. They don’t seem to care 
no-one has ever faced court 
for those 29 deaths, or that 
the families have never got 
the bodies back to bury.

That’s not the way Kiwis do 
things. We do right by people. 
We ensure that when there is 
wrongdoing, there is justice. 
We keep our promises.

I’m standing with the Pike 
families in opposing the 
mine being sealed. It’s time a 
proper effort is made to bring 
their men home. They,ve 
waited long enough.

Andrew Little

Pike River six years later

MP for Whanganui, Chester 
Borrows has announced his 
intention to step down at the 
2017 General Election.

“We had always thought 
that four terms would be an 
ideal tenure, and after talk-
ing to my wife and children, 
I think that the next election 
will be the right time to move 
aside and allow fresh ideas to 
come in”, Mr Borrows said.

After contesting the Whan-
ganui seat in 1999 and 2002, 
Chester Borrows broke 
Labour’s 12-year reig n on 
Whanganui and took over 

from Labour MP Jill Pettis 
at the 2005 Election.  He won 

Whanganui MP to stand down at the next election
with a 2400-odd majority.

“Some of the highlights 
of my Parliamentary career 
were in Opposition as Police 
spokesperson – working on 
Youth Justice Reforms with 
my colleague Anne Tolley, 
and working on National’s 
2008 Election manifesto 
which included compulsory 
taking of DNA samples along 
with fi nger rints and hotos 
at the time of  police arrest, 
which has, and will continue 
to prevent a huge amount of 
victimisation” 

After two years as Minister 

for Courts, Chester was 
appointed Deputy Speaker 
in 2014.

“I am particularly proud of 
the youth justice reforms we 
worked on, which has seen 
falling numbers of young 
people appearing before the 
Courts, and recidivist of-
fending dropping.”

“In the meantime, it’s busi-
ness as usual.  I will be 
working just as hard as ever 
both in Parliament and in 
the electorate,” Mr Borrows 
said.

Animates is giving pet 
lovers nationwide the chance 
to treat their pets, and at the 

same time help a charity in 
need.

The company’s annual 

Giving Tree campaign, 
which supports the SPCA 
and the Mobility Assistance 
Dogs Trust, is now underway 
running until Christmas Eve. 
Dog and cat owners can 
purchase a pet-safe advent 
calendar with cat and doggy 
treats for the 24 days leading 
up to Christmas priced at 
$12.95, with 100 per cent 
of the rofi ts also going to 
the charities. Alternatively, 
customers can choose to 
make a donation of $3, $5 or 
$10 to their preferred charity, 
select a Christmas bauble to 
personalise and place it on the 
Christmas tree in-store.

Animates spokesperson, 
Jacqui Baigent says the 
funds raised from the advent 
calendars and   donations 
make a real difference.

“Traditionally parents give 
advent calendars to their 
children, but why not treat 
your pets as well.

“ C h r i s t m a s  i s  a b o u t 
giving and sharing and it’s 
important not to forget that 
this extends to animals as 
well. The Animates Giving 
Tree was started in response 
to the Mobility Assistance 
Dogs Trust and the SPCA’s 
ongoing need for financial 
support and our desire to 

support charities that are 
close to the hearts of our 
staff and our customers. Last 
year our generous customers 
helped raise $74,340 which 
was just fantastic,” says 
Jacqui.

Mobility Dogs are trained 
t o  p r o v i d e  f u n c t i o n a l 
assistance with everyday 
tasks for New Zealanders 
l i v ing  wi th  long - t e rm 
physical disabilities including 
Muscular Dystrophy; Stroke; 
Parkinson’s; Spinal Cord 
injuries and Cerebral Palsy. 

Jody Wilson,  General 
Manager of Mobility Dogs 
says Mobility Dogs provide 
invaluable support for New 
Zealanders living with long-
term physical disabilities. 

“We’re grateful for the 
support from Animates and 
the Giving Tree initiative 
which will help us continue 
to partner Mobility Dogs with 
Kiwis in need.”

Last year’s donations were 
donated to the SPCA and the 
Mobility Dogs Assistance 
Trust. Since 2010, over 
13,500 SPCA pets have 
been adopted to Animates 
customers to help with SPCA 
with their mission to fi nd a 
forever home for those pets. 

Treating your pet this Christmas will make all the difference

Last year’s donations were donated to the SPCA and the 
Mobility Dogs Assistance Trust.



NEWS    9OPUNAKE & COASTAL NEWS Friday, December 2, 2016

W  Repairs
A  aults & Repairs

rake ose & Power 
teering ose 
anufacturing

Disc, Drum & 
lywheel achining ar ey and usan be

Cable Repair & anufacturing
Cambelts      atteries    owbars

railer ales, pare & Repairs
Courtesy Car Available   Conditions Apply

191 High Street

Hawera, 4610

Tel: 06 2781224

New ISP 

Prices exclude GST and installation

add $10 for a phone connection
...making the connection

Broadband Connections ADSL     VDSL     Fibre

Phone Management Systems

Voice Services 

PBX Solution

Competitive Calling Plans

Broadband from

$70.00 per month 

Got it Covered South Taranaki
P. 06 278 8255 - M. 027 508 8958

11 Fitzgerald Lane, RD 13, Hawera
www.gotitcoveredsouthtaranaki.co.nz

Can as ork  P C  Saddler
ehicle Interior restoration  Motorbike seats  Trailer 

co ers  S nshades  Tonnea  co ers  S imming pools and 
Sandpit co ers.

Can as ork  P C  Saddler

www.gotitcoveredsouthtaranaki.co.nz

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Te Aroha Hohaia   
Elected to  

Taranaki District Health Board 
Thank yo u.   

	
Authorised	by	Te	Aroha	Hohaia,	120a	High	Street,	Hāwera	

Ph 06 7  7430  info saundersarchitects.co.n

S S H T TS 128 Vivian St  e  lymouth

O p u n a k e ’ s  t a l e n t e d 
Andersen-Gardiner family 
has an astonishing record 
in literary competitions - 
with three members of the 
family excelling not once, 
but multiple times. At least 
one member of the family has 
been a fi nalist in each of the 
last four years of the Ronald 
Hugh Morrieson Literary 
Awards. 

Paul was placed twice 
amongst the finalists this 
year in the Open Section 
(Shor t  s to ry  or  d rama 
script) of the Ronald Hugh 
Morrieson Literary contest - a 
competition that his daughter 
Sophie has won no less than 
three times. “I didn’t know I 
had two fi nalist ositions  
I was thrilled - it makes the 
effort worthwhile,” said Paul.  
Last year Paul’s son William 
was Highly Commended in 
the Ronald Hugh Morrieson 
Literary competition with 
his short story ‘Guards’. In 
2013 he was placed second, 
in the same event, with his 
short story ‘Falling behind 
the fl eet’

Last year William also 
fared well in the Opunake 
Sesquicentennial Literary 
Competition, winning the 
School Prose section with 
his poignant ‘Meeting Uncle 
Brian’, a short story which 
moved some listeners to tears.

In 2011 Sophie won the 

Secondary Schools Short 
Story section with her entry 
‘The Dancer’. She followed 
this up in 2012 by winning 
the same section with ‘Libby’ 
a story based on her younger 
sister. In 2013 Sophie won 
the Secondary School Poetry 
section with ‘But maybe I 
liked it when it hurt’. She also 
took second place with ‘Call’.

This year Paul had his 
second drama script reach the 
fi nals n 2  he was laced 
third in the competition with 
his entry ‘The Ballad of 
Scruff and Rat’). The play 
was entitled ‘In Twenty Four 
hours I File Any Death Return 
(1,3,2,3,4) of which the judge 
wrote, “This was a fun read. 
Clever and satisfying.” His 
short story ‘Uncle Hen and 
Rig was Highly Commended 
as was the play script. “I 
didn’t think it would get 
anywhere  - it was a bit out 
there,” Paul commented of 
his short story. He added, 
“I was quite surprised it got 
anywhere.” Of the short story 
the judge wrote “Surprising, 
well-written and convincing.”

This year the short story 
judge was Tania Roxborogh, 
the poetry judge Paula Green 
and Ryan Evans (Editor of the 
Taranaki Daily News) judged 
the new category Research 

rticle   rofi le iece
 What’s the secret of the 
Andersen-Gardiner family’s 

 Literary talent - family affair

success? Paul says, “Both 
Claire and I are big readers.” 
He adds that both Sophie 
and William are also. With 
a smile he concludes. “It’s in 
the blood to be sure.”

Surprisingly for a successful 
writer of fi ction aul admits  
“I’m (mostly) a nonfiction 
reader.”

He has some sage advice 
for would be short story 
writers, perhaps with the 

2017 competition in mind. 
“You have to make time for 
it, then edit it and rewrite it 
repeatedly.” And one pitfall 
to avoid? “Don’t ask a friend 
to read the story - they will 
tell you it’s good even if it’s 
not.”
 Paul’s final summary of 
the Ronald Hugh Morrieson 
Awards is, “It’s a fantastic 
competition - I hope it goes 
on forever.”

Paul Andersen-Gardiner with a sample of his writing..

Sophie and William Andersen-Gardiner.
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Robyn McDonald is 
bringing over 30 years’ 
retail experience to Tara’s, 
her new business venture in 
Manaia.

Located in the former 
Manaia Medical Centre 
building, Tara’s Vintage and 
New Clothing opened for 
business in October.

As well as new and pre-
loved clothing, Tara’s 
sell to  uality artifi cial 
fl owers  ewellery  scar es  
handbags, ornaments and 
house décor items.

Also, visitors can peruse 
examples of Robyn’s 
artwork.

“I have a passion for art 
and photography,” she says. 
“I’ve been experimenting 
with textures and do acrylics 
and mixed media artwork.”

She comes from a family 
with a long involvement in 
the clothing retail sector. 
Her mother was a seamstress 
and milliner. She has a 
sister who has had clothing 
designer shops in Sydney 
and Auckland.

Robyn says she has always 
loved the surf culture, and has 
20 years experience running 
surf shops in Tauranga and 
Mount Maunganui.  

While living in Australia, 
Robyn worked for Billabong 
Surfwear Company. She 
also helped run a history of 
surfi ng museum for a year

It is perhaps appropriate 

then that she has set up 
business on Taranaki’s own 
Surf Highway.

“I liked the region. I had 
survived four years in 
Auckland, but I wanted to 
get out.”

Robyn said that although 
she could be classed as an 
“oldie,” she does have stock 
that teenagers could be 
interested in  he had ust 
had one teenager come into 
her shop, telling her how 
much she loved it.

’ e en oyed meeting the 
locals and fi nding out more 
about this beautiful  region,” 
Robyn said.

Tara’s open in Manaia
Robyn McDonald of Tara’s 
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Heydon Young from Oakura 
has just started his own 
insurance broking business, 
Insure Taranaki Ltd. 

Heydon is named after his 
grandfather Ashley Heydon 
who owns Heydon Priest 
garage at Oakura, Heydon 
is the fourth generation of 
his family to be in business 
on the coast. His great great 
grandfather was *James Fox 
who ran the general store 
at Okato. The building still 
exists today in the main street 
of Okato where the initials 
JS Fox are still visible.

Heydon is a rural and 
commercial insurance 
broker and has worked 
in the insurance industry 
since 2008. Prior to setting 
up on his own a month 
ago he worked for the 
largest broker in the world.

A broker is a client’s 
advocate who works for the 
customer and advises on risk 
transfer solutions, explains 
Heydon.  “You identify risks, 
fi nd out the best way to take 
that risk from a business and 
transfer it to an insurance 
company the amount of 
risk transferred affects the 
premium.” He continues, “a 
commercial offi ce building 
for example generally 
attracts a lower rate than 
a cowshed, he illustrates. 
“You’ve got less fi re risk, no 
mechanical parts, no cows 
and no elements coming 

The best insurance deals with a personal touch
in to destroy the building.”

 Though Heydon specialises 
in agri and commercial 
insurance, this will often, 
in the case say of farmers, 
include domestic covers also.

Livestock electrocutions 
are one of the frequent 
rural insurance claims, 
says Heydon, in response 
to a question as to the 
majority insurance claims 
in farming.  “A cow gets 
caught in an electric fence.”

Milk contamination is 
another. If penicillin gets 
into the vat accidently when 
a cow is medicated this 
would be covered by a milk 
contamination extension. 
If the contaminated milk 
however additionally gets 
into the tanker it will also 
contaminate milk from 
other farms. This becomes 
third Party property damage 
covered by a public liability 
policy. In Taranaki, storm 
damage by big winds is 
also another common claim.

Heydon’s decision to 
go into insurance was a 
conscious career choice 
which he made early.  And 
he’s well qualifi ed. He has 
a Bachelor of Commerce 
from Otago University. 
He also holds a Diploma 
of Insurance Broking and 
a Senior Associateship 
from the Australia/New 
Zealand Institute of 
Insurance and Finance.

“It’s been a long process,” 
admits Heydon who though 
he is self employed, is 
also a member of a major 
Australasian buying group 
which offers technical 
expertise and negotiating 
power with wide access 
to insurance companies, 
products and prices. It 
also affords protection 
and support for the client. 
“Clients premiums aren’t 
paid to me directly but to 
a trust account externally 
audited and managed by the 

buying group,” says Heydon.
Educated at boarding 

school in Cambridge, 
where he received a partial 
sports scholarship to attend 
St Peters. “Then I fell in 
love with surfi ng,” says 
the tanned Heydon who 
returned to Oakura for the 
lifestyle which is how he 
met partner Lauren Luttrell 
who grew up on a dairy 
farm. Lauren who was 
employed on the family farm 
at Pihama where Heydon has 
also helped out, has worked 

in marketing and is involved 
on this side of the business.

“I love the unique 
relationship with farmers,” 
says Heydon who says they 
generally become long term. 
“They’re down to earth. It’s 
their livelihood, the land. 
They’ve put their necks on 
the line to go into business. 
It’s a privilege to arrange 
good protection for such 
people.” He adds further 
“I believe I can provide 
clients with the personal 
touch that you just can’t 

get from a large corporate.”
Heydon has premises at 

34 Egmont Street, New 
Plymouth but is often out 
seeing clients on their 
own turf which he prefers.

*James son Donald -  
Heydon’s great grandfather 
– continued the family 
business which he ran with 
his sons Alan and Jim Fox 
(Heydon’s great uncles) who 
eventually sold the business 
in the 1960s when they 
decided to go dairy farming.

Heydon Young and partner Lauren Luttrell 
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A new device for 
diagnosing debilitating 
digestive disorders will 

rogress into the fi nal 
development phase, due to 
further research funding.

University of Auckland 
researcher, Dr Tim Angeli 
was awarded the AMRF 
Edith C. Coan Post-doctoral 
Research Fellowship by 
the Auckland Medical 
Research Foundation.
 

The new funding 
will enable Dr Angeli, 
from the University’s 
Auckland Bioengineering 
Institute, to investigate the 
development and validation 
of an endoscopic device 
that maps the stomach’s 
electrical wave patterns.
 “Diagnosis of digestive 

 Funding enables digestive device progress
disorders can be diffi cult  
causing frustration for 
patients and clinicians,” 
says Dr Angeli.  “At present 
the technique for detecting 
electrical abnormalities 
in the stomach, called 
‘ d y s r h y t h m i a s ’ , 
requires surgery.”
 

Instead of invasive 
surgery, the new device 
uses endoscopic (down the 
throat) gastric electrical 
mapping as a minimally-
invasive technique that 
may take as little as 15 
minutes with the patient 
mildly sedated, he says.
 “The new device for 
diagnosing these gastric 
dysrhythmias has a custom-
designed electrode array that 
is applied to the inside of the 
stomach to map  the electrical 

activation patterns allowing 
us to detect the abnormal 
dysrhythmias associated 
with digestive disorders.”
 The new project aims to 
develop a safe and effective 
approach for the endoscopic 
delivery and will verify the 
accuracy of the endoscopic 
electrical recordings.
 Once this is done, 
the next stage for the 
minimally-invasive gastric 
mapping will be to test 
it in patients undergoing 
routine endoscopy.
 The project has the potential 
to deliver a novel diagnostic 
approach for debilitating 
digestive disorders such as 
that suffered by Auckland 
student, Shontelle Scott.
 hontelle had ust fi nished 
school and was enjoying 
a family holiday to the 

USA last year before 
intending to study media 
and criminology at Otago 
University in Dunedin.
 It was on the plane to 
Dunedin that she threw 
u  the fi rst time for no 
apparent reason. Since then, 
Shontelle’s life has been 
turned upside down and 
inside out with daily, severe 
abdominal pain, vomiting, 
bloating, and nausea.
 Her family went on an 
odyssey of hospitals, 
doctors, tests, and 
medications to try to fi nd the 
cause of her sickness, and a 
way to cure it. Shontelle was 
misdiagnosed on multiple 
occasions, and all of the 
treatments prescribed to her 
were ultimately ineffective.
 After months of 
appointments, consultations, 

and prescriptions, it seemed 
as though nobody would 
be able to help with a 
confi rmed diagnosis  much 
less an effective treatment.
 A gastric emptying test 
fi nally ro ided the family 
with a conclusive diagnosis: 
Shontelle suffers from 
gastroparesis, a condition 
in which the coordinated 
contractions of the stomach 
do not function properly and 
the stomach fails to empty.
 It was shortly after this, 
that Shontelle was visited 
by Associate Professor 
Greg O’Grady from the 
University of Auckland 
who was able to provide 
more information on the 
available treatment options 
as well as give an insight on 
what research is underway.
 The exact cause of this 

condition is still unknown, 
and there is no cure at 
this stage, but a dedicated 
team at the Auckland 
Bioengineering Institute 
involving Dr Tim Angeli 
and led by Associate 
Professors Leo Cheng and 
Greg O’Grady, is working 
towards solutions for both 
the diagnosis and treatment 
of gastroparesis and other 
functional gastrointestinal 
disorders using cutting 
edge sensor, analytic, and 
computational technology.
 The AMRF Edith C. 
Coan Research Fellowship 
will allow Dr Tim Angeli 
to make vital progress 
toward developing a novel 
diagnostic device for these 
debilitating digestive 
disorders that patients 
like Shontelle suffer.
 

Lacey Taylor and Fletcher Lawrence discuss visiting the pigs after 
th   nish in th  ring with th ir cal s at th  Stratford  show.

Rural Women New 
Zealand (RWNZ) has 
provided a submission to the 
Productivity Commission 
expressing concern about 
the equity impacts of its 
proposed reforms to the 
Tertiary education system.

In its draft report ‘‘New 
models of tertiary education’ 
the Commission proposes a 
number of changes to the 
current funding and delivery 
of Tertiary education, 
including suggesting that 
the Government reintroduce 
interest on student loans and 
scrap University Entrance 
requirements. “On the 
whole, we are disappointed 
that the Commission’s 
report approaches the issue 
of Tertiary education from 
a purely market based and 
individualistic perspective. 

 Tertiary education proposals 
concern Rural Women

The important public 
benefi ts of an inclusi e and 
equitable tertiary education 
system appear to have been 
ignored ” says National 
President, Fiona Gower.

RWNZ’s submission 
voices particularly strong 
opposition to the proposal 
to reintroduce interest on 
student loans stating that 
this would make tertiary 
education fi nancially 
unachievable for many New 
Zealanders, particularly 
those from lower socio-
economic groups. 

“An interest bearing 
scheme is also unfair for 
women, who may face 
higher repayments because 
they continue to earn less 
than men” says Fiona Gower.

“Students from rural areas 
are also unfairly affected 

by this change. Many end 
up borrowing much more 
than those from urban 
areas, because they have to 
fund the costs of moving 
out of the family home to 
access Tertiary education”.

In its submission RWNZ 
also voice concerns about 
the proposal for ‘Individual 
Student Education 
Accounts’, which the 
Commission recommends, 
would be capped at the 
equivalent of three years 
study. It points out that 
this could exclude less 
well off students from 
studying in more highly 
skilled areas like law and 
medicine, which involve 
longer periods of study. 
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FARM SHEDS

NEW PLYMOUTH
1 Katere Rd. Ph 759 7435
INGLEWOOD James St. 
FREEPHONE 0800 245 535
www.valuebuilding.co.nz

2 bay kitset shed
$5,407+GST

Top quality custom built sheds
to your specs

FREE ON SITE MEASURE
AND QUOTE

Various sizes and options See
www.buildlinkbuildings.co.nz

for details

BUILDLINK KITSET SHEDS VALUE SHEDS

See us for the RIGHT PRICE and EXPERT ADVICE
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SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

AVAILABLE NOW AT

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

AVAILABLE NOW AT

   
  

  

SINCLAIR ELECTRICAL & REFRIGERATION
31 Tasman Street, Opunake
Phone: 06 761 8084

AVAILABLE NOW AT

CLEANIN  TIME

  

  
   

R
MI

IT P
C

Allan and Vicki Sandford 
have a tree which is unique 
and are very proud of. Allan 
constructed it from many two 
litre plastic milk containers 
and  his wife Vicki decorated 
it. They hope people can call 
by and see it as it is situated in 
their garden in full view from 
the footpath and Whitcombe 

Vicki Sandford with the unique Christmas tree at 24 Whitcombe Road, Opunake.

Christmas tree – with a difference
Road. Allan points out that it 
is made of 175 recycled milk 
containers, glued together 
with ‘no nails’ glue. “I 
used six tubes,” says Allan. 

It has a wooden backing 
platform to ensure enough 
strength to remain upright. 
It is also tied to a hedge.

At night it will look a 
treat as it has fairy lights, 
as well as other Christmas 
decorations. Allan said 
he tried the same idea “a 
couple of years ago,” but 
with lemonade bottles, but 
it “blew to pieces” This one, 
he explains, “Is very sturdy.”

Allan concedes that his 

tree may not last forever, as 
the plastic bottles eventually 
disintegrate. However, He is 

not too concerned, “I’ll just 
make another,” he boldly 
states. Make sure you see 

this amazing Christmas 
tree at 24 Whitcombe 
Road in Opunake.

New Plymouth Parade Winner

h  arana i ashion rt wards fl oat was udg d st in th  Christ as arad  at w l outh last Saturda .
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P omot  o   o  t  o  a a  a   o
h a :      a ier treet  unake
or e mail us: ads o unake oastalnews o n

      

OPUNAKE  OASTA

NE S

Opunake and Coastal News is distributed free to every
home & business within the rural area, bounded in the
north by the New Plymouth city border, e tending east
to Egmont Village and around to the edge of Stratford,

south to Hawera city border and inland to Kaponga & Eltham
We want to be involved with your business  

Call today and discuss your marketing options with us

Talk to us
today!

http: biznessimpressions.com opunakeandcoastalnews 

Book in now for your Christmas Meat processing!
P  K   90  O a  R mo a   1 10 p o   ST

Kauri Cottage is back!
Y  o  a  t t

he  year old otta e in the heart of mont villa e 
with a auri ree at the front  now with new de k  new 

de or and new menu
t kauri we offer an n lish style reakfast and wide 

variety of a inet food availa le from  am to early irds 
as well

In the lun h menu we offer i a  ur er  asta  o en 
sandwi h  fish  hi s  lam s fry and many more mouth 

waterin  lun h items
hen it omes to dinner you have  o tions  uro ean 

or Indian favourites  ine in or takeaway we do it all  

e  e tra i e t  cater f r a  a es and 

P  06 75  18   A t   0 0 411 69  75
OPEN 7 DAYS  7am 9pm

watersons explosive services
• HASNO & EPA Approved
• Stump Blasting
• Rock Blasting
• Log Splitting / Felling hung up Trees

For all Agricultural Blasting 
Contact Danny Waterson

Phone: 06 278 9198           Mobile: 027 459 1177
Email: waterson@hotmail.co.nz
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The weather was either 
threatening or raining all 
day  but briefl y im ro ed 
for the kato hristmas 

arade to take lace 
without a drenching  to 

the relief of the huge crowd 
who turned u  in dro es 
for the e ent on unday 
2  o ember  ag i ers 
(Raewynne Lawn and 
Hamish Hislo  ro ided 
the musical accom animent 
for the hristmas arade 
with rousing tunes such 
as cotland the ra e’  

hris mith and riska 
organ were the drummers

ne enthusiastic onlooker  
who was most im ressed 
with the hristmas arade  
was Chenae Lowry who 
commented  t’s really 
good this year  lots more 

ariety  id she ha e a 
fa ourite   lo e the ce 
cream antas  she re lied  
Howe er  the offi cial 
winner was t atricks  

Okato Christmas Parade draws huge crowd

inning fl oat  St atric s  ato

The  Christmas Parade sets off.

kato a ati ity scene  
with kato ets runner u  
and kato laycentre third

This was a real 
community effort  art 
from the im ressi e fl oats 

ainstakingly re ared by 
schools  local businesses 
and s ort clubs etc  also 
contributing were the kato 

ions controlling the traffi c  
the Okato Volunteer Fire 

rigade and the olice  he 

e ent was well organised by 
kato ommunity utreach 

with s ecial mention to oy 
urmeister  at offi tt 

and u ette aingahue  
oy commented  t was an 

awesome community e ent 
with great fellowshi

eith anu and his 
team did a great ob 
re aring the hangi  which 

was most welcome as 
was the sausage si le  
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Ph: 06 759 5040 | Ian.Steele@btw.nz | www.btw.nz

Proud to be local - BTW since 1973

Contact Ian to discuss your project
Engineering Services

2369 ltham d  atuna

ohn lundell
 027 240 2 27
 06 7  1

ohn.blundell bayleys.co.n
CC  R A  D, A , C N D ND R  R A AC  200

Tenders  Close pm on th December 2
 Powderham St, New Plymouth

ie  Tues th Dec, am 2pm, 
and by appointment
www bayleys co n 222

UALITY DAIRY FARM

Located in a ighl  So ght After Area
 This well producing dairy farm consists of 2 ha more or less  in three

   titles
 2  aside cowshed with an in shed feed system
 th season grade free
 Mostly flat contour with appro imately  mowable
 There is a tidy  bedroom main home with a pool games room and another 

    bedroom home
 Ample farm sheds compliment this farm

Don t dela  - sec re this farm before Christmas

Find us at 56 Whitcombe Road, Opunake
Session Times - Monday to Friday 9-3pm   Ph: 06 761 7440  

Email: opunakekindy@xtra.co.nz
Like us on Facebook to find out more and keep up-to-date on our latest news.

Left: Sophie (4) looks proudly at her chosen clay 
cake decorations before her Kindy birthday party.
Above: Mack (4), Spencer (4), and Sophie (4) are 
working together to put clay into the heart-shaped 
mould. 

 

Showing off the new Kindy logo are Khorys (4), Azaria (4), Celeste (3), Maggie (4), Zachary (3) and Amahli (3).

Displaying Kindergarten Philosophy values 
of Health, Empathy and Aroha are doctors 
Loralei (4), Sienna (4) and Armani-Mae (3) 
while attending to their patient Ellie (4).

New HEART Philosophy and LOGO

Our New Infants and Toddlers space

The new Infants and Toddlers area under construction.  The building is well underway, with the 
roof on and the walls and windows currently going in.

Our New
Kindy Cakes!!

For example: “You did that really well, you must have tried really hard”.

 “I can't do it .…” Add YET: “I can't do it ……..YET”

“The Power of Yet”

Te Whariki Well-being:

So, what does that look like in our teaching practice?

ā

Liberty (4), Azaria (4) and Bella (3) role play what they know about keeping 
heathy and going to the doctors.

Olivia (4) and Ngaia (4) are developing a growth mindset “I can do it”, as 
they persevere at threading the beads on to the elastic with Diane.

Lexi (3), Shirley, Sienna (4) and Sakty (4) feeling 
the difference between a freshly made soggy fire 

brick and a dry one that is ready for the fire. 
Sienna said, "The wet one is heaviest." and Sakty 

replied, "Because the water dried up!". 

Shirley is working with tamariki as they add warm water to 
the shredded paper that they watched the shredding machine 

work it's magic on. 

Enviroschool Focus

army doctor helps me to 
piggy back Harrison for 
two and a half hours back 
to Gorak Shep. It was hard 
enough breathing, let alone 
carrying Harrison on our 
backs. It appears that nothing 
is broken but Harrison cannot 
walk so our hiking is over. 
We need to get an x-ray, so 

A H i m al a yan  a d ve n t u r e
Continued from Page 1 call the insurance company 

and arrange to be helivaced. 
The phone reception is 
terrible. I’m outside and it’s 
snowing, dark and freezing.  
After a lot of shouting and 
repeating myself,  it’s all 
go.  The helicopter arrives 
at 10am the next morning. 

uckily the weather is fi ne  
We’re feeling emotional and 
full of adrenalin as we take 

off. Flying over the tracks, 
valleys, rivers, forests, 
steep ridges and gorges we 
see 12 days of memories. 
We land in Lukla to refuel 
and then continue on to 
Kathmandu. We have just 
gone from 5500m to 1300m 
in 90 minutes. It was -2 
degrees at EBC, now it’s 
28 degrees plus.  We go 
to the international clinic 

for x-rays and leave with 
confi rmation that nothing is 
broken,  but the ligaments 
and tendons are severely 
sprained so compressions 
bandages, crutches and rest 
are required. The second 
two weeks of our trip are 
spent convalescing in 
Pokhara which is close to the 
Annapurna mountain range. 
We hired a nice roadbike and 
met some cool people who 
quickly became friends. We 
spent a lot of time swimming 
and playing in big waterfalls. 

Everest National Park was 
sensational - raw, huge and 
wild. The mountains were 
mind blowing, so big they 
didn’t seem real. Some of 
the steep, scary vertical 
drops took my breath away, 
and so did the altitude. 
The incredible suspension 
bridges spanning hundreds 
of metres and some hundreds 
of metres high. The altitude 
gave us a real sense of how 
important oxygen really is 

and how to adapt when there 
is not so much of it. The 
people were kind, friendly, 
very humble and easy to 
have fun with. The whole 
Nepal experience exceeded 
our expectations. Hopefully, 
with enough work and 
savings, we will return next 
year in April which coincides 

with stable weather when 
climbers will be attempting 
Everest’s summit. It was a 
blast, we loved it. On behalf 
of the Himalayan Trust and 
the schools we visited a 
sincere thank you for your 
generosity and donations. 
Namaste Craig and Harrison.  

                 Craig Martins

Craig and Harrison  nd th  going a it rugg d  as th  w ath r thr at ns.

Harrison ta s a w ll d s r d r a  outsid  a sh lt r.

Harrison and Craig n o  th  s l ndor and aut  of th  al in  n iron nt.
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working together to put clay into the heart-shaped 
mould. 

 

Showing off the new Kindy logo are Khorys (4), Azaria (4), Celeste (3), Maggie (4), Zachary (3) and Amahli (3).

Displaying Kindergarten Philosophy values 
of Health, Empathy and Aroha are doctors 
Loralei (4), Sienna (4) and Armani-Mae (3) 
while attending to their patient Ellie (4).

New HEART Philosophy and LOGO

Our New Infants and Toddlers space

The new Infants and Toddlers area under construction.  The building is well underway, with the 
roof on and the walls and windows currently going in.

Our New
Kindy Cakes!!

For example: “You did that really well, you must have tried really hard”.

 “I can't do it .…” Add YET: “I can't do it ……..YET”

“The Power of Yet”

Te Whariki Well-being:

So, what does that look like in our teaching practice?
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Liberty (4), Azaria (4) and Bella (3) role play what they know about keeping 
heathy and going to the doctors.

Olivia (4) and Ngaia (4) are developing a growth mindset “I can do it”, as 
they persevere at threading the beads on to the elastic with Diane.

Lexi (3), Shirley, Sienna (4) and Sakty (4) feeling 
the difference between a freshly made soggy fire 

brick and a dry one that is ready for the fire. 
Sienna said, "The wet one is heaviest." and Sakty 

replied, "Because the water dried up!". 

Shirley is working with tamariki as they add warm water to 
the shredded paper that they watched the shredding machine 

work it's magic on. 

Enviroschool Focus
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$545 ith a shop on us vou her

$80 ith a shop on us
$245

$80

H TT  HS45
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Shop on us vou her to be redeemed at
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ith a Shop on us Vou her $50
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O S S O TS T
Tasman St  Opunake h  61 8 8

up ra e at

ight into Outdoor o er quipment

Stay sa e in your ba kyard
 Chainsaw afety Awareness Week in association

with t ohn, 0   1  ay 2016.
tihl Chainsaw afety Awareness Week is back for 2016 with a
strong but simple message for our iwi Weekend Warriors

taking  minutes to get ready before you start your D  adventure is
essential to your safety.  t s simple: put on some chaps, earmuffs
and safety glasses, check your chainsaw and you re ready to go

$1595 in

ight into Outdoor o er quipment

S 391

Spe ial dition
ST H  Sa ety a ks

$158
alued at 242
urry this offer is

only available until
ay 1  2016 or

while stocks last. 
A portion of proceeds
will be donated to t ohn.

O S S O TS T
Tasman St  Opunake h  61 8 8

ST o  
Sele ted rodu t

Water Blaster 
 88 

$295 Weed ater 
S38 from 

$195
Hedge utters 

HS 45/600 

$4 4

Weed ater S38 rom $195
Hedge utters HS 45/600 $4 4

Water Blaster  88 $295

The Opunake District Re-
turned and Services Asso-
ciation would like to recruit 
you to continue the legacy 
of remembrance to all who 
have paid the ultimate sacri-
fi ce for this country  and for 
all those who have served 
in the military. You do not 
need to have served in the 
Armed Forces to become 
part of the RSA – what you 
do need is the passion and 
will  to ensure current and 
future generations of New 
Zealanders can pay tribute 
to those who ha e sacrifi ced 
for our country - while also 
paying respect to those who 
have served in recent con-
fl icts  and who continue to 
serve today. 

While honouring the past is 
an important part of who the 

 are  we’re also focused 
fi rmly on the resent  u
port is at the heart of what 
we do. We support past and 
present service personnel 
and their dependents in a va-
riety of ways. As a member 
of the RSA you can assist 
us in organizing events and 
commemorations  hel  us 
as a volunteer in our annual 

o y eal  and in many 
other ways.

The Poppy Day street col-
lection is held each year on 
the Friday before Anzac 
Day. RSA volunteers ex-
change distinctive red pop-
pies for a donation to the 

o y eal  n unake  
we like to also canvas the 
town and go door to door  
for which we need more vol-
unteers.  

The annual Poppy Ap-
peal is the primary source 
of funds for the ’s e
tensive provision of support 
services to war veterans and 
the ex-service community. 

ou don’t ha e to be a mem
ber of an  to benefi t 
from the Poppy Appeal as-
sistance. Donations are used 
to support veterans as well 

network of people who can 
understand your experience - 
because they have been there 
themselves. You will have 
access to many members-
only romotions from fi nan
cial institutions and other 
companies. You will be is-
sued with your own RSA 
Club Card which entitles 
you to some great discounts 
at uto u er ho es  e
aure aires  lackwoods ro
tector  arters  ulu  Hert  
deal lectrical  ainly 
ooks  ico lumbing  
oel eemings  ffi ce a  

lacemakers  e co  hrifty 
 and ehicle esting  

and other companies. 
When you join the Opu-

nake District RSA you can 
become part of the Opunake 

ire rigade ocial lub 
and can enjoy comradeship 
and cheer at the ire ri
gade/RSA Clubrooms. The 
bar is open every Thursday 
night. As a member of the 
Opunake District Returned 
and Services Association 
you will also belong to 
other ffi liated s and 
Chartered Clubs. You will 
have a “home away from 
home” at any RSA through-
out New Zealand and can 
always be sure of a warm 
welcome. Our members are 
also welcome at affi liated 
ser ice clubs in ustralia  
the  anada and many 
more countries as a result of 
the ’s affi liation to the 
Royal Commonwealth Ex-
Services League. At many 

s you can grab a coffee  
rela  with friends at the bar  
or enjoy a wholesome meal 
at a competitive price. 

There are four types of 
membership options:

Returned Servicemen and 
women who have served in 

Opunake RSA looks to boost club numbers
any war or in a peacekeeping 
or peacemaking deployment 
as defi ned by 

Service members are either 
retired or serving members 
of the Armed Forces who do 
not ualify for eturned’ 
membership. They include 
those who have served under 

 the erritorial orces  
adet orce ffi cers and 

sworn members of the New 
Zealand Police.

Associate membership is 
open to the members of the 
community eighteen years of 
age and o er  who ha e not 
served in the armed forces 
or olice  identify with and 
support the aims and ideals 
of the RNZRSA

Annual fees are $25.00
The Opunake omen’s 

Section is also looking 
for new members. There 
are more than 150 RSA 

omen’s ections 
throughout the country  with 
nearly  members  

They offer a range of 
welfare and support services 
to ex-service personnel and 
families  as well as the wider 
community  embershi  
is open to near relatives 
of Returned and Service 
ersonnel  s ecifi cally 

wi es and artners  widows  
mothers  sisters  daughters 
and granddaughters. 

Women who have 
themselves served overseas 
or in any other service 
capacity are also entitled 
to oin omen’s ections  
just as they are eligible to 
for Returned or Service 
membership of the RSA. 

Application forms are 
available from Rev. Geoff 

illiams    
hane utler 2  4  
rian incent   

 ill Hayward   
4  or ary Hunn   

4  or omen’s ection 
enquiries please contact 

etty acken ie   

t the  we believe 
in a nation joined by a 
heartfelt connection to the 

n ac s irit of courage  
commitment  comradeshi  
and compassion; The Anzac 
spirit has always stood 
for ll hat s ecent  

ourageous nd ust’  
lease oin us  and hel  us 

ensure this spirit lives on.  

 Shane Butler, Acting 
President

oly lake left  of ell 
lock  ew lymouth 

and ark inger  rand 
aster of reemasons ew 

Zealand were among a 
thousand Freemasons and 
their partners who attended 
the organisation’s triennial 
gathering in Wellington on 

o ember 
Retired with occasional 

work as manager at 
aranaki tationery  r 
lake is a keen fi sherman 

and competition snooker 
layer   He was elected a 
istrict rand aster with 

res onsibility for aranaki’s 
 reemasons from ew 

lymouth  nglewood  
Hawera  unake  atea and 

anaia
r inger of andringham  

Auckland was installed as 
the organisation’s th Grand 

aster  the most senior 
offi ce in the  strong 

as ex-servicemen and wom-
en  and their de endents li
ing in the community where 
the funds are raised. The 
poppy reminds us of sacri-
fi ces made  both ast and 
present. Poppies were the 
fi rst fl owers that grew in the 
battlefi elds of landers in 

elgium during orld ar 
One and are a symbol of re-
membrance and hope.

embershi  of the  
brings a range of benefi ts  
easy access to welfare and 
ensions ad ice  encour

agement  ad ocacy  and a 

Upholding a tradition

organisation.
The men took time out 

during the Grand Installation 
conference to discuss 

charitable projects and 
opportunities to increase 
membership.
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Our next issue is due out December 16.
Phone us today to advertise on  761 7016
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Stay sa e in your ba kyard
 Chainsaw afety Awareness Week in association

with t ohn, 0   1  ay 2016.
tihl Chainsaw afety Awareness Week is back for 2016 with a
strong but simple message for our iwi Weekend Warriors

taking  minutes to get ready before you start your D  adventure is
essential to your safety.  t s simple: put on some chaps, earmuffs
and safety glasses, check your chainsaw and you re ready to go
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Opunake RSA looks to boost club numbers

The Opunake RSA recently 
honoured two of their long 
serving members with 

Ian Smith.

Opunake RSA members honoured

Back row: From left. Garry Hunn, Shane Butler, Geoff Williams, Bill Hayward, 
Brian Vincent. Front: Mo Murray.

certifi cates of a reciation
Mo Murray has served on 

the Executive since 1990 and 

was made a life member in 
1998. He was Vice President 
1995-7 and President 1998-

 He was in charge of fl ags 

1991-2006, and holds a 25 
years long service award.

Ian Smith has been on the 
Executive since 1991, and is 

an Honorary life member.. 
He was Vice President 2003 
and 2010,and President in 
2004-5. He was in charge 

of poppies 1995-2014. He 
holds a 25 years long service 
award.

A new way for community 
groups to connect with 
residents is being launched 
by Taranaki’s three district 
councils.

Groups.org.nz is a 
combined community 
directory that covers the 
entire Taranaki region, 
and community groups 
are encouraged to add 
their organisations to the 
directory. 

“It made sense for the 
three district councils to 
work together to make 
things easier for community 
groups,” says New Plymouth 
District Council Group 
Manager Strategy Liam 
Hodgetts.

“This new service makes 
it easier for eo le to fi nd 
community organisations 
throughout the region, and 
gives groups more control 
over their listings.

Joint Council approach to 
Community Directory

“It’s especially useful for 
groups who provide services 
in more than one district – 
they have only one place 
to go to keep their listing 
updated rather than keeping 
track of two or three separate 
community directories on 
the councils’ websites.”

People can either go 
directly to groups.org.nz or 
click on links at stratford.
govt.nz or newplymouthnz.
com. South Taranaki 
District Council is currently 
contacting community 
groups in their area and will 
go live before the end of the 
year on southtaranaki.com.

Community groups can set 
up their own login accounts 
that will enable them to 
update their own listings, 
load photos and logos and 
link to their websites, social 
media pages and YouTube 
accounts.
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Controller for vacuum systems

Contact us

0800 10 7006www.corkillsystems.co.nz

Varivac

• Proven to reduce SCC
• Easily installed between milkings
• Up to 40% power saving across shed

LOWER CELL COUNT!
REDUCE POWER COSTS!

The only system designed specifically to retrofit 
to all vacuum pump types including water ring.

For all o r

SER ICE ULL 
RE UIREMENTS

All breeds a ailable - Call o r local 
Agent to disc ss b ll plans.

Yard o r C ll Co s ith 
N FL for competiti e prices.

An  s rpl s beef stock 
making top mone !
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im H r e   027 44  1167
r an oo in  027 31 8 11

V STO

South Taranaki Bran h
2  Wallscourt Place, Normanby

Ph: 06 272 72   a : 06 272 724
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2  udson Road, ell lock, New Plymouth

Ph: 06 7  1 0  a : 06 7  1611

Servi es provided to the arming ndustry

resh Water Delivery s
eptic ank Cleaning

Drain Cleaning
CC  Drain and Pipe nspection

ydro cavation ydro Demolition
Abrasive lasting and Coating

DairyNZ has welcomed the 
increased forecast milk price 
as a boost to dairy farmers 
as well as the regional and 
national economies.

The increase of 75 cents 
brings Fonterra’s 2016/17 

forecast farmgate milk price 
to $6/kg milksolids (MS) – a 
lift of $1.75/kg MS since the 
start of the season, which 
brings a boost for average 
dairy farmer revenue of 
$260,000 or $3 billion 

nationally. 
The increase equates to 

a $1.3 billion lift in the 
value of this season’s milk 
production.

DairyNZ chief executive 
Tim Mackle says it is great 
news for farmers and nice to 

see the dairy industry could 
provide a boost at a time 
when the recent earthquake 
might impact tourism in the 
short-term.

“It’s good if both industries 
are doing well together and 
we have more than one to 

Milk price brings welcome boost to economy

help New Zealand keep up 
its strong growth rate. For 
New Zealand’s economy, 
where the Government has 
a strategy of di ersifi cation  
it is pleasing to see 
dairying improving again 
to complement other agri 

industries,” says Tim.
“It will take time before 

farmers regain the positions 
they had before the 
downturn. We know they 
are not getting ahead of 
themselves and they are 
keeping a lid on costs. 

“There is also a renewed 
focus on pasture as the key 
source of nutritious and cost-
effective feed.”

Dairy farmers will need 
to continue to manage costs 
tightly and seek to achieve 
lower cost of production. 
Harvesting as much pasture 
as possible will help keep 
the cost of production down 
and should be a key focus 
area for dairy farmers. 

“The gains achieved 
over the past three seasons 
in reducing the cost of 
production need to be 
‘locked in’ as milk prices 
improve.”

The milk price increase 
is positive for all New 
Zealand dairy farmers, but 
particularly for North Island 
farmers who have endured a 
diffi cult wet s ring  resulting 
in reduced milk production. 
It is also a boost for North 
Canterbury and Kaikoura 
farmers who are doing it 
tough right now. 

“The $6 milk price brings 
farmers to above break-
even levels. However, many 
farmers have increased debt 
and deferred maintenance 
expenditure over the last 
season or two,” says Tim.

The $5.05/kg MS break-
even milk price will be 
re ised u  refl ecting some 
additional farm working 
expenditure as well as tax 
payments. The increase in 
advance payments begins 
on December 20, lifting 50 
cents/kg MS to $4.10/kg 
MS.

Any further increases in 
milk price this season will 
go toward repaying Fonterra 
loans for the majority of 
farmers who have them.

Farmers are encouraged 
to u date their cashfl ow 
budget and communicate 
changes with their bank 
and accountant about 
potential tax implications, 
and to know their fi nancial 
position and make informed 
decisions on where and 
how to allocate the extra 
money, as well as not losing 
effi ciencies gained o er the 
last couple of seasons.

The increase of 75 cents brings Fonterra’s 2016/17 forecast farmgate milk price to $6/
kg milksolids (MS) – a lift of $1.75/kg MS since the start of the season.
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The Ministry for Primary 

Industries has intercepted 
a large-scale illegal home 
kill operation in the greater 
Auckland region.

MPI Northern region 
investigations Manager 
Simon Anderson says 
com liance offi cers 
executed six search 
warrants at rural and urban 
addresses in the west and 
south of the city.

ffi cers sei ed a 
refrigerated container, a 
truck, unregulated meat, 
and a large amount of food 
processing equipment.

“This was a large-scale, 
sophisticated operation 
involving more than 100 
customers.

“A number of people are 
now being spoken to as a 
result of our investigation.”

Mr Anderson says 
members of the public are 
urged to source their meat 
from regulated outlets like 
butcheries, supermarkets, 
and other meat sellers.

“This is particularly 
the case in the lead up to 
Christmas where illegal 
home kill operations 
are, traditionally, more 
prevalent.

“Meat being sold directly 
from a farm to the public 
is a strong indicator of 

unlicensed activity. 
“If whole beasts are being 

sold then the carcass must 
be stamped by an abattoir. 
Processed meat sold in trays 
in shops should be labelled. 

“Any suspicious or 
unlicensed meat sellers 
should be reported. If we 
receive information about 
these kinds of operations 
we will shut them down 
and prosecute the people 
making money from selling 
potentially substandard 
product.

“There’s a very serious 
public health component 
to our interest in ensuring 
people comply with the law. 
We have a duty to protect 
the public from the threat of 
various food borne illnesses 
associated with illegal home 
kill. “Most people have no 
problem complying but a 
few do fl out the law  

he fi nes are substantial 
for those convicted and 
serious offenders risk 
custodial sentences. 
Individuals involved in 
illegal activity face a prison 
term of u  to fi e years and a 
fi ne of u  to   it’s 
just not worth it.”

The public can report any 
suspicious activity to MPI’s 
Food safety helpline: 0800 
00 83 33.

Dairy Companies 
Association of New Zealand 
(DCANZ) welcomes the 
announcement that New 
Zealand and China are 
commencing negotiations 
towards a Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) upgrade. 

The New Zealand China 
FTA has supported the 
development of dairy 
trade and dairy related 
investment between New 
Zealand and China over the 
last eight years. DCANZ 
say they are pleased that 
both governments have 
committed to exploring 
how this framework can be 
further enhanced. 

“DCANZ’s priority is 
for more comprehensive 
coverage of trade during 
the period of transition to 
full tariff elimination for 
dairy products in 2024, 
in recognition of strong 
Chinese import demand,” 
said DCANZ Chairman 
Malcolm Bailey. 

Overall the New Zealand 
China FTA is a high quality 
agreement, which features a 
complete elimination of all 
import tariffs on all dairy 
products in 2024. 

However, current transition 
arrangements mean less than 

a quarter of the dairy products 
that China is importing from 
New Zealand are receiving 
tariff reductions. 

DCANZ said the rapid 
expansion of Chinese 
consumer demand for dairy 
products was not anticipated 
when the agreement was 
originally negotiated. 

“Extending the coverage 
of tariff preferences will 
reduce tariff related costs 
for Chinese consumers. It 
will also ensure that New 
Zealand exporters do not end 
up at a tariff disadvantage 
to Australian exporters as 
we transition towards tariff 
elimination,” said Mr Bailey. 

The Australia China FTA 
does not feature the same 
quantitative limits on tariff 
preferences. 

Imported dairy products 
play an important role 
in complementing local 
production to meet Chinese 
consumers demand for dairy 
nutrition. 

“Despite the expansion in 
both domestic production 
and imports over the last 
decade, Chinese [per capita] 
dairy consumption remains 
low. New Zealand exported 

2  billion of dairy 
products to China in 2015.

The partners of the 
Government Industry 
Agreement (GIA) for 
Biosecurity Readiness and 
Response welcome the 
release of Government’s 
Biosecurity 2025 Direction 
Statement saying the 
strategy is a major step in the 
right direction.

Primary Industries minister 
Nathan Guy launched the 
Biosecurity 2025 Direction 
Statement at a biosecurity 
forum in Auckland.

GIA Secretariat Manager 
Steve Rich says Biosecurity 
2 2  is about future roofi ng 
New Zealand’s biosecurity 
system for the years to come.

“The primary industry 
sector is a signifi cant art 
of New Zealand’s economy, 
making up around half of 
all New Zealand’s exports. 
The GIA partnership 
currently has 13 primary 
industry sector groups, 
along with the Government, 
in its membership, and will 
continue to grow as more 
sector groups join,” says Mr 
Rich.

“GIA’s industry partners 
strongly support the Minister 
for taking the initiative 
to refresh New Zealand’s 

biosecurity strategy. 
They have welcomed the 
opportunity to take part in the 
process to develop the B2025 
Direction Statement, and are 
committed to participate in 
its implementation.”

“As formal partners with 
Government in delivering 
biosecurity readiness and 
response in New Zealand, the 
GIA partners look forward 
to actively supporting and 
playing a leading role in the 
delivery of the new direction 
for biosecurity in New 
Zealand,” added Mr Rich.

Biosecurity 2025 will build 
on Protect New Zealand (the 
2003 biosecurity strategy) 
which has guided biosecurity 
system over the past 13 years. 
The Direction Statement 
is made u  of fi e strategic 
directions, each designed to 
play a part in meeting the 
signifi cant challenges facing 
New Zealand’s biosecurity 
system in the years ahead.

GIA operates as a 
partnership between 
industry and government to 
manage pests and diseases 
that could badly damage 
New Zealand’s primary 
industries, economy, and 
environment

MPI intercepts large-
scale home kill operation

Dairy companies 
welcome FTA upgrade 
negotiations 

GIA partners welcome 
NZ’s new biosecurity 
strategy

Farmlands Hawera  
new store now open!
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*Terms and Conditions apply. Winners will be drawn at the of�cial opening on Thursday 15th December 2016. If winners are not present, it will  
be redrawn. The combined prize pool of the three draws is valued at more than $10,000. The products displayed may differ from actual prizes.

Farmlands Hawera
103 Glover Road
(06) 278 9031
hawera@farmlands.co.nz

Visit our new store today for  
fantastic opening specials.

PLUS spend $100 in-store 
before 15th December and 
you could WIN one of three 
GRAND PRIZES from a  
total prize pool of more  
than $10,000!*
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The Waimate Plains Indoor 
Bowls Association recently 
played their Christmas 
Tournament

with the winners being 
the New Plymouth team of 
Alister Wilson, Len Spick, 

The Taranaki Indoor 
Bowls Centre held their 
Annual General Meeting 
on Sunday November  and 
offi cers elected were  atron  
im ickel  resident  ill 

Waimate Plains Christmas results
Elizabeth Morrow and 

indsay ridgeman  he 
runners up were a composite 
of Michelle Watt, Arthur 
Podjurski, Jamie Pretty and 

ari li er  ucky layers 
were Sam Landers, Bev 

Taranaki Indoor Bowling Centre hold AGM
chrader  ice resident 
on em le  ecretary  

enny Hamley  ournament 
ecretary ordon Hamley  
reasurer  ue ourne  
uditor  alcolm 

TENDER   |   AUROA DAIRY/GRAZING/RUNOFF

39 - 49 Auroa Road, Otakeho, South Taranaki

Tender Closes 
4:00pm, Thursday 15 December 2016 

at McDonald Real Estate Ltd,
Corner Wilson & High Street, Hawera

(unless sold prior)

Open Day
Thursday 1 December 1:00pm-1:30pm

We are privileged to be able to o�er for sale this superb 52.7809ha (130.4216 acres) dairy farm/
grazing/runo� block located on the Auroa Road, Otakeho. Having been faithfully farmed by the 
same family for just over 100 years this sale represents a rare opportunity to purchase a quality 
property in a sought-after location. 

Being mainly �at in contour and centrally raced this farm is in a number of titles and with 3 road 
frontages allows for various purchasing options. Ideal as a dairy farm, heifer grazing block and/or 
making supplements or growing maize. With water supplied via the Waimate West Water Scheme, 
two homes and herringbone cowshed, this property ticks all the boxes. 

Take advantage of this opportunity and secure your next investment. 

The neighbouring 60 ha dairy farm is also available for purchase, so combining the two is an option.

Rodney Perrett
M  027 241 3979

Blair Burnett
M  021 190 7728

OPEN DAY TODAY

TENDER   |   YOU WILL BE IMPRESSED!

95 Auroa Road, Otakeho, South Taranaki

Tender Closes 
4:00pm, Thursday 15 December 2016 

at McDonald Real Estate Ltd,
Corner Wilson & High Street, Hawera

(unless sold prior)

Open Day
Thursday 1 December 1:00pm-1:30pm

Located on the popular Auroa Road in the sought-after Otakeho district is this superb 60.5486 
hectares (149.6155 acres) dairy farm. 

This extremely well set-up dairy farm features an excellent 18 A/S herringbone cowshed, various 
farm buildings and a tidy 3 bedroom home. 

This farm is currently milking 150 cows with production being around 65000 - 70000kg milksolids. 

Being square in shape and with a very good central race, walking time to the cowshed is at a 
minimum. 

This �at dairy farm is ideal for the �rst farm purchaser and is a pleasure to manage. 

The neighbouring 52 ha dairy farm is also available for purchase, so combining the two is an option.

Rodney Perrett
M  027 241 3979

OPEN DAY TODAY

Blair Burnett
M  021 190 7728

Peter McDonald
M  027 443 4506

Blair Burnett
M  021 190 7728

TENDER   |   SUPERB COASTAL DAIRY FARM

158 Mirikau Road, Warea, New Plymouth District

Tender Closes 
4:00pm, Thursday 15 December 2016 

at McDonald Real Estate Ltd,
1128 South Road, Oakura

(unless sold prior)

Open Day
Wednesday 7 December 1:00pm-1:30pm

Located at the end of Mirikau Road, 5 minutes South of Okato, is this lovely approx. 65 hectare (160 
acre) dairy farm, plus possible additional approx. 28 hectare (70 acres) private lease. 

Currently milking 255 cows through a 24 bale rotary cowshed, this property has been producing 
around 100,000kg milksolids. 

Being mainly �at in contour with a very good race system, reliable water supply and very good 
support building, this property is worth inspecting. 

Rarely do farms of this size and this location come available for purchase and with the added bonus 
of some additional private lease land that �ts in perfectly with the day farm operation. 

Be quick with this one and capitalise on the opportunity! 

OPEN DAY NEXT WEDNESDAY

Dietschen,
Patrick Adams and Gordon 

Hamley
President Gordon Hamley 

thanked everyone for their 
support and wished everyone 
a ha y festi e season

c onald  ublicity ffi cer 
ay inlay  enior elector 
ordon Hamley  unior 
elector ichelle att 
  

McDonald Real Estate Executive Director Peter McDonald shows a visitor a baby 
Kunekune pig at the Stratford AMP show.
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For a limited time trade in your old lifejacket for a latest  
generation Hutchwilco lifejacket at a fantastic discounted price! 

For details visit www.coastguard.nz

THE CHARITY SAVING LIVES AT SEA

WEAR A LIFEJACKET

IT NEVER RUINED A DAY ON THE WATER        

Coastguard is excited to 
announce the launch of 
the Old4New Lifejacket 
Upgrade for 2016, a popular 
and highly successful 
boating safety initiative 
which for the fi rst time this 
year is going nationwide.   

24 hours a day and 365 
days a year, Coastguard is 
there for boaties and our 
communities as the charity 
saving lives at sea. As part 
of our mission  sa ing li es 
at sea through search and 
rescue  communication and 
education  the ld4 ew 
Lifejacket Upgrade’ 
cam aign is again launching 
in time for summer  

he ld4 ew ife acket 
Upgrade’ van laden with 
lifejackets, will be visiting 
o er  ma or boat ram s 
and locations throughout 
the country on weekends 
and key days throughout 
the busy summer holiday 
period. 

The Old4New Lifejacket 
grade is sim le and 

effective: bring your old 
or damaged life acket to 
the ld4 ew team at one 
of the many re ad ertised 
locations, and receive 
a discount on a quality, 
modern and fi t for ur ose 
lifejacket. Boaties and 
members of the ublic are 
encouraged to visit the 
van and trade in their old 
lifejackets, where they can 
also get advice about boating 
and water safety from the 
friendly team on site at each 
location.

The Old4New Lifejacket 
grade forms a key art of 

Coastguard’s advocacy for 
safe and enjoyable boating 
o er the 2  summer 
boating season. Only 70 
per cent of boaties say they 
wear a life acket at all times 
on the water. This rate is 
highest for kayakers and 
canoeists (83 per cent), and 
falls to just over 60 per cent 
for people in power boats 

and 55 per cent for people in 
sail boats. And given that the 
ma ority of boating fatalities 
could have been prevented 
had the person been wearing 
a lifejacket, the Old4New 
cam aign aims to hel  sa e 
lives and change attitudes.

“While the increasing use 
of lifejackets has resulted 
in lives being saved, the 
failure to wear lifejackets 
in small craft that are rone 
to capsize, especially those 
under m in length  remains 
the rimary reason why li es 
are lost in boating accidents. 

unless so directed by the 
Skipper.

The Old4New Lifejacket 

cam aign  originally based 
on a concept run in Australia 
by Transport New South 
Wales and launched for the 
fi rst time in ew ealand in 
2014, has seen over 4,000 
life ackets traded  t aims 
to raise awareness of the 
im ortance of life ackets 
while also taking practical 
steps to address the issue. 

t the end of the cam aign  
Coastguard will also 
distribute good condition 
traded in life ackets that 
still meet  tandards  to 
communities in need  

The initiative kicks off 

 Old4new lifejacket upgrade launches nationwide

The Old4New Lifejacket 
grade cam aign makes 

it really easy for boaties 
to ensure they have the 
correct number and ty e 
of lifejackets on board” 
said atrick Holmes   

oastguard ew ealand  

he ki er must ensure 
that their vessel carries the 
a ro riate number and si e 
of lifejackets for each person 
on board and on craft less 
than  metres  oastguard 
recommends life ackets 
should be worn at all times 
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Thank you for your custom this year. We look forward to seeing you in 2017
We have a complete range of hearing services: full diagnostic hearing evaluations, tinnitus assessments and therapy, 
and provide high-quality hearing instruments to suit individual lifestyles and budgets. We are whole-heartedly 
committed to Taranaki, and are the only 100% locally-owned and operated independent audiology clinic in Taranaki. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS! Central Audiology will close for the holidays on Friday 23 December at 12 noon, and 
reopen 4 January 2017. Come in before the break to stock up on batteries and accessories. Book a hearing assessment 
before the break so you can make the most of your holidays with family and friends.

Take care of your hearing, call Central Audiology Taranaki to book an assessment and 
experience the difference we can make! Phone 0800 751 000.

58 Fulford St, New Plymouth, Phone 0800 751 000 
Clinics also at Hawera and Stratford
www.centralaudiology.co.nz

We’re here for Taranaki’s hearing health

100% 
Taranaki owned 

and operated

CARING FOR YOUR

for over 48 years

06 2 8 4 86
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ur 240 litre bin will ensure there is  little change to
your waste removal needs from uly 1, 2016.
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 our alue  cl e t  a ery merry
r tma  a  all t e e t or t e e  ear

on aturday  ecember at 
am at the Half oon 

ay oat am  in uckland 
and continues to visit popular 
waterside destinations until 
early February 2017.

Although the closest 
areas to be visited will be 

anganui and anawatu   
asman arine in ew 
lymouth and Hawera will 

be offering the Old4New 
life acket cam aign in their 
stores from onday anuary 
2 to unday anuary  2  
so people in the Taranaki 
area will still have a chance 
to swap their lifejackets.
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Next steps on Mt Messenger upgrade

He was driving home 
one evening, on a two-
lane country road. Work, 
in this small mid-western 
community, was almost 
as slow as his beat-up 
Pontiac. But he never quit 
looking. Ever since the 

Acts of kindness

 Climate Justice Taranaki 
says an independent 
investigation is critical to 
determine the cause and 
extent of damage on the 
OMV Maari oil platform and 
associated infrastructure, and 
to assess the risks of aging oil 
and gas installations failing.
Wild weather and heightened 
earthquake risk have 
prompted OMV to evacuate 
its staff off the Maari oil 
platform where a crack 
was discovered during a 
scheduled underwater check.

The company reported that 
the damage was caused by 
“fatigue” and “combined 
action of wind and wave” 
and was unable to reject 
the possibility of damage 

CJT call  for independent  investigation on the risks  
of extreme weather and earthquakes on oil and gas 

from the 7.8 earthquake that 
hit the country last week.
“Over the last decade, 
drilling for oil and gas has 
intensified drastically  with 
more and more wells being 
drilled, many side-tracked 
from old wells, some 
kilometres long, most have 
been fracked  water flooded 
or injected with waste. With 
greater intensity comes 
greater risks, especially as 
such infrastructure ages and 
climate disruption escalates.

larmingly  industry figures 
show that over half of all 
wells fail in 20 years. The 
original OMV Maari wells 
are nearing 20 years old, 
those under the STOS Maui 
platform were drilled over 

30 years old while some 
of the Kapuni onshore 
wells are 40 plus years old.
 In 1995, the McKee-13 
well at Tikorangi blew 
out, contaminated the 
Mangahewa Stream with oil 
and drilling mud. In 2009, 
the regional council was 
informed that two Cheal 
producing wells had been 
leaking underground for two 
years. Several offshore oil 
spills have occurred in recent 
years, including at least three 
from the Maari operations. 
Some might argue these 
are minor incidents, but 
the chance of a catastrophe 
happening is increasing. It 
is no time for complacency,” 
warned Catherine Cheung 
of Climate Justice Taranaki. STOS Kapuni wellsite.

Levis factory closed, he’d 
been unemployed, and with 
winter raging on, the chill 
had finally hit home  t was 
a lonely road. Not very 
many people had a reason 
to be on it, unless they were 
leaving. Most of his friends 

had already left. They had 
families to feed and dreams 
to fulfil  ut he stayed on  
After all, this was where 
he buried his mother and 
father. He was born here 
and knew the country. He 
could go down this road 

blind, and tell you what was 
on either side, and with his 
headlights not working, 
that came in handy. It was 
starting to get dark and 
light snow flurries were 
coming down. He’d better 
get a move on. You know, 
he almost didn’t see the old 
lady, stranded on the side of 
the road. But even in the dim 
light of day, he could see she 
needed help. So he pulled 
up in front of her Mercedes 
and got out. His Pontiac 
was still sputtering when he 
approached her. Even with 
the smile on his face, she 
was worried. No one had 
stopped to help for the last 
hour or so. Was he going 
to hurt her? He didn’t look 
safe, he looked poor and 
hungry. He could see that 
she was frightened, standing 
out there in the cold. He 

knew how she felt. It was 
that chill that only fear can 
put in you. He said, “I’m 
here to help you ma’am. 
Why don’t you wait in the 
car where it’s warm. By 
the way, my name is Joe.”

ell  all she had was a flat 
tire, but for an old lady, that 
was bad enough. Joe crawled 
under the car looking for 
a place to put the jack, 
skinning his knuckles a time 
or two. Soon he was able to 
change the tire. But he had 
to get dirty and his hands 
hurt. As he was tightening 
up the lug nuts, she rolled 
down her window and began 
to talk to him. She told him 
that she was from St. Louis 
and was only just passing 
through. She couldn’t thank 
him enough for coming to 
her aid. Joe just smiled as he 
closed her trunk. She asked 
him how much she owed 
him. Any amount would 
have been alright with her. 
She had already imagined all 
the awful things that could 
have happened had he not 
stopped. Joe never thought 
twice about the money. This 
was not a job to him. This 
was helping someone in 
need, and God knows there 
were plenty who had given 
him a hand in the past. He 
had lived his whole life that 
way, and it never occurred 
to him to act any other 
way. He told her that if she 
really wanted to pay him 
back, the next time she saw 
someone who needed help, 
she could give that person 
the assistance that they 
needed, and Joe added “...
and think of me”. He waited 
until she started her car and 
drove off. It had been a cold 
and depressing day, but he 
felt good as he headed for 
home, disappearing into the 
twilight. A few miles down 
the road the lady saw a small 
cafe. She went in to grab a 
bite to eat, and take the chill 
off before she made the last 
leg of her trip home. It was 
a dingy looking restaurant. 
Outside were two old gas 
pumps. The whole scene 

was unfamiliar to her. The 
cash register was like the 
telephone of an out of work 
actor, it didn’t ring much.

Her waitress came over 
and brought a clean towel 
to wipe her wet hair. She 
had a sweet smile, one that 
even being on her feet for 
the whole day couldn’t 
erase. The lady noticed that 
the waitress was nearly eight 
months pregnant, but she 
never let the strain and aches 
change her attitude. The old 
lady wondered how someone 
who had so little could be so 
giving to a stranger. Then 
she remembered Joe. After 
the lady finished her meal  
and the waitress went to get 
her change from a hundred 
dollar bill, the lady slipped 
right out the door. She was 
gone by the time the waitress 
came back. She wondered 
where the lady could be, 
then she noticed something 
written on a napkin. There 
were tears in her eyes, when 
she read what the lady wrote. 
It said, “You don’t owe me 
a thing, I’ve been there too. 
Someone once helped me 
out, the way I’m helping you. 
If you really want to pay me 
back, here’s what you do. 
Don’t let the chain of love 
end with you.”Well, there 
were tables to clear, sugar 
bowls to fill  and eo le to 
serve, but the waitress made 
it through another day. That 
night when she got home 
from work and climbed 
into bed, she was thinking 
about the money and what 
the lady had written. How 
could she have known how 
much she and her husband 
needed it? With the baby 
due next month, it was going 
to be hard. She knew how 
worried her husband was, 
and as he lay sleeping next 
to her, she gave him a soft 
kiss and whispered soft and 
low, “Everything’s gonna be 
alright.  I love you Joe.”------       

Author unknown
                                                                            Thanks 

to Lynette Blom, 
St Pauls Co-operating 

Parish, Opunake

The Pig Racing is a popular event at the Stratford A&P Show.
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Opunake and Coastal News is distributed free to every
home & business within the rural area, bounded in the
north by the New Plymouth city border, e tending east
to Egmont Village and around to the edge of Stratford,

south to Hawera city border and inland to Kaponga
& Eltham

We want to be involved with your business  
Call today and discuss your marketing options with us

Talk to us
today!

10 Chances to WIN!

WIN AN ESCAPE
to the Boutique Stony River Hotel including 
one nights accommodation, three-course 

dinner and a cooked breakfast for two!

www.rjeagar.co.nz

New Plymouth:
541 Devon Street East, 

Fitzroy

Stratford:
394 Broadway South

Second Hand Store:
Cnr Broadway & Regan 

Streets, Stratford

One lucky winner will be drawn every 
week in December and January.

Spend a minimum of $100 in one of our
RJ Eagar showrooms in Fitzroy or Stratford 

and also at our Second Hand Store in 
Stratford and you will go into the

WEEKLY DRAW.

Opunake resident, Viv 
Davy has had a busy few 
months with her art practice. 

The crowning achievement 
for Davy was winning 
the Dean’s award for 
Excellence in Research in 
acknowledgement of her 
Masters of Art and Design 
work. But equally as 
important to Davy has been 
how her work is reaching 
out to new audiences 
both in New Zealand and 
internationally.

Since completing her 
Masters last year Davy has 
had work juried into the 
World of Treads Festival in 
Ontario Canada. 

The selection of the work 
was particularly exciting 
for Davy as it was the piece 
woven with Taranaki Daily 

Success for Opunake artist

RIGHT:
Days - A Liminal Site, 

shown here in Ontario.

News editions, cabbage 
tree leaves, straw, recycled 
packaging and electronic 
cabling, titled Days-A 
Liminal Site. This meant that 
a very real part of Taranaki 
has been exhibited on the 
global stage. 

Currently Davy has work 
on display at The Cottleston 
Gallery in Tauranga that 
includes pieces based 
around the life of New 
Zealand pioneer women 
and their domestic work. It 
also includes a collection of 
Davy’s miniature tapestries. 

Davy acknowledges 
the profound impact that 
moving to South Taranaki 
has had on her art practice. 
The sense of community, 
heritage and continuity of 
culture has informed much 

Consultation is about to 
start to advance designs 
for the Mt Messenger 
and Awakino Tunnel 
bypass projects, along 
with other safety and 
resilience improvements 
for State Highway 3.

NZ Transport Agency 
Central Regional Director 
Raewyn Bleakley says 
these projects aim to 
improve safety, reliability 
and create a more resilient 
transport network for the 
58 km stretch of State 
Highway 3 from Awakino 
Gorge to Mount Messenger.

“Lonely Planet has 
recently named Taranaki 
as the one of best regions 
in the world to visit, so 
having a safe and resilient 
route into the region from 
the north will help make 
it even more attractive 
to local and overseas 
visitors,” Ms Bleakley says.

State Highway 3 is the main 
route between Taranaki 
and Waikato and a vital 
link between the regions.

The Awakino Tunnel 
and Mt Messenger bypass 
projects will be funded as 
part of the Government’s 
Accelerated Regional 
Roading Package, 
while the corridor-
wide improvements 
are funded from the 

Next steps on 
Mt Messenger 
upgrade

National Land Transport 
Programme 2015-18.

“The route options we’re 
starting consultation on offer 
different benefits including 
safer, easier and more reliable 
journeys. The proposals also 
consider environmental 
and cultural factors. 

The options are the result 
of rigorous investigations 
so far, but it’s essential as 
part of this work to hear the 
voices of local communities 
and other road users to 
help shape and select the 
most suitable route options. 

“We’re encouraging 
local communities, 
iwi, businesses, freight 
organisations and others to 
make their views known 
by participating in drop-in 
sessions in New Plymouth, 
Urenui, Mokau and Te Kuiti. 

Alternatively people 
will be able to provide 
feedback by making 
online submissions via our 
website,” Ms Bleakley says.

 “This investment in State 
Highway 3 will provide a 
better and more resilient 
route for goods and services 
from Taranaki manufacturers 
and exporters to the markets 
and ports of the upper North 
Island. It will support growth 
and help the region continue 
its economic growth.

of her research and resulting 
art work. 

This work has moved into 
these exciting new directions 
and is now being shared 
beyond the local gallery 
and studio audiences. Davy 
says “It is another wonderful 
opportunity to share the good 
life I have here in Opunake”. 
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SCRAP METAL - for 
all scrap metal Taranaki-
wide, give us a call. Molten 
Metals (06) 751 5367 
www.moltenmetals.co.nz

CHURCH NOTICES

H E A R T L A N D 
CONSTRUCTION for 
building houses.  Ph 027 236 
7129.

H E A R T L A N D 
CONSTRUCTION for all 
kitchens. Ph 027 236 7129.

 
 

FREECALL 
0800 111 344 

 

www.roommatecabins.co.nz 

eed tra oom

·  WINZ quotes
· Powered
· Insulated
· 3.6m x 2.4m
· So many uses
· Cabins delivered to 

your site

rom $55 p

McNEIL DECORATING  
– for all your painting 
and decorating. Ph: Jason 
McNeil 027 233 4584

COASTAL GIB
STOPPERS.  Phone Glenn 
027 524 5745

QUALITY PAINTER 
AND PAPERHANGER – 
Ph: Bryan McNeil 027 465 
8631

LAWNMOWING for 
commercial or residential.  
Free quote. Phone 021 149 
7285 or email HEDBERG-
S L A W N M O W I N G @
GMAIL.COM 

TRADES & SERVICES

CARPETS second hand, 
large selection After Disaster 
Ltd 223 Devon St West, NP. 
Phone (06) 769 9265 

P D  EM N  O N  TD
orestry ri ed  ertified  ton loader  
ational Certifi ates in orest erations  

ealth  afety a roved  ree assessment on 
what your trees are worth 

P  Pa
0 7 6 0 99  o  ma  pa m ma om

PUBLIC NOTICES

OPUNAKE USINESS
ASSOCIATION

Meeting st Monday of 
each month
at 5.30PM

Hughsons & Associates 
Boardroom at the

Opunake Business Centre, 
2  Napier St, Opunake

A UPUN TURE
i el Cliffe  

em er  CC treatment 
rovider   fter hours 

a ointments availa le
unake usiness 

Centre   a ier treet 
P  06 76  8801
o  0 7 681 95 4

i el Cliffe
 em er  CC rovider

Op a   t  
 a ier treet 

P  06 76  8801  0 7 681 95 4

 Acupuncture,
 Acupressure

ui na deep tissue ,
Refle ology

icrosystem
reatments

T T O
H S

T

ARM KE
SERV ES

a a
or all your

farm ike needs

P  06 75  8054
0 7 8  9 8

nyti e

TH  W V
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett treet, punake

Sunday Servi es 10.30am
Women s roup 10.30am uesday

en s roup 7 pm Wednesday
outh roup 7pm riday

Come along or contact Pastor urray
027 6  737

TH  W V
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett treet, punake

Sunday Servi es 10.30am
Women s roup 10.30am uesday

en s roup 7 pm Wednesday
outh roup 7pm riday

Come along or contact Pastor urray
027 6  737

TH  W V
Pentecostal Church 64 Domett treet, punake

Sunday Servi es 10.30am
Women s roup 10.30am uesday

en s roup 7 pm Wednesday
outh roup 7pm riday

Come along or contact Pastor urray
027 6  737ST. B B S 

Anglican Church 141 asman t, punake
Sunday Servi es 10.00am

ommunion 1st, 3rd & 4th unday
rayer  raise 2nd unday

very 5th Sunday all 4 churches gather
for a Combined ervice

WANT TO DO BUSINESS
IN OUR AREA?

TALK TO US

Promote
your business

or event
in our area
call us on

(06) 761-7016
• 23 Napier St, Opunake • Ph/Fax 761-7016

• email: ads@opunakecoastalnews.co.nz
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call today and discuss
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COVERING
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WANTED TO BUY

Call us today to 
advertise 06 761 7016

Next issue out
December 16

AR E Y O U  T IR ED and run 
down, need coffee to get 
you going, low sex drive, 
not having fun anymore, 
dragging yourself through 
each day, maybe your adre-
nals need a boost, come into 
Hardys the health shop in 
Centre City for a free adre-
nal test. 7587553

For all o r
Li estock re irements

Ser icing the Coast

 S V STO

Contact
im H r e   027 44  1167

r an oo in  027 31 8 11

PUBLIC NOTICES

M IT O Q  for joint health, 
mobility and healthy air 
ways.  A very powerful an-
tioxident.  Now available at 
Hardys the health shop in 
Centre City 758 7553 we 
deliver.

NEED A SP R ING  C L EAN, 
try the G ood Health Detox, 
to clean your bowels and 
liver. Can be done in 7 days. 
At Hardys the health shop 
in Centre City 7587553 we 
deliver.

G A R D E N 
M A I N T E N A N C E 
Experienced gardeners Ph: 
Dave and Angela 021 217 
5052 

R C R
RAC R D AN R

Rugby Road, nglewood

PH  2 2 
R 2   2 2

www.tractorville.co.n

AR E Y O U R  NER VES fraz -
z led with all the quake? Try 
relaxation spray at Hardys 
the health shop in Centre 
City 758 7553 w e deliver.

FOR SALE

RAFFLE RESULTS

SHEARER AVAILABLE 
Lifestyle Block shearing.  
No lifestyle job is too big 
or small.  Phone Rowan 027 
233 0807 or 06 278 6245 

F AIR  R AF F L E R ESU L T S 
– Joan Jefferies Orange C29 
groceries.  Sharon Bloom-
fi eld ed  cake.  llison 

offi tt Yellow  tote bag, 
wallet, wine. 

O i er  ic ard ar es
urrounded y his family at e an imarie os i e  ew 
lymouth on hursday  ovem er  ed  

years  dored hus and of ar aret  mu h loved father 
and father in law of imon  aty and eter  i ky and 

aul  raham and arah  Jenny and eor e  ark and 
Jess  my  hili  and a hael  loved randad to his  
rand hildren  ll messa es to the liver family  C   
o   tratford  or heavenaddress om  In 
referen e to flowers a donation to os i e aranaki 

would e a re iated and may e left at the servi e  In 
a ordan e with i hard s wishes a rivate remation has 

een held   memorial servi e was held at the ll aints 
all  in  dward treet  ltham on riday  e em er 

 at m

OPUNAKE
ASKET A  
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A M

riday e em er th
m at

andfords vent 
Centre

 e c e

NEW CROSSMAN AIR 
GUNS air gun for sale 1200 
fps from $79.95 - $560. 

Main South Road, Manaia - Saturday 
December 17 - 12pm-2pm
Start just past the town hall. 

Interested contact 027 543 2298

anaia & ist icts ions Cl b

Opunake Parade

tma  E
Sat a  4t  D m
7pm Sta t Ta ma  St t

el ome to our ele ration   om leted entry form must e in 
y th e em er to uarantee your osition in the arade 

lineu   Conta t ish  Chi s and ore for further information
ll entries will e ud ed this year and ri es will e awarded 

ased on the followin  riteria
est ffort  ost Creative

Op a  oo a  o t o

unake ood ank  unake ire ri ade  
t John s and et it 

Mo a  5t  D m  016
5 0pm  7

lease leave donations eside your letter o  to 
e olle ted or meet us at the vent Centre at 

m and ome alon  for a walk

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Certif icate Prize-giving 
Thursday 8th December at 11.00 a.m. 

 
Trophy Prize-giving 

Friday 9th December at 10.00 a.m. 
 

Please ensure ALL students are in correct, clean uniform, including footwear. 
 

School reports and magazineto be picked up from classrooms at the conclusion of 
the prize-giving. 

 
Buses will be departing from the school at 12.45 p.m. 

 
 

    A n n u a l  R a h o t u  X m a s  
                                    H o g g e t  F a i r

R a h o t u  T a v e r n  L a w n
F r i d a y  D e c e m b e r  9 t h 2 0 1 6

1 p m  S t a r t
6 0  x  P r i m e  H o g g e t s
1 0  x  P r i m e  l a m b s

S p o n s o r e d  B B Q  a v a i l a b l e  
K i n d l y  s p o n s o r e d  b y  N Z  F a r m e r s ,  A F F C O ,  

C o r l e t t  T r u c k i n g ,  
R a h o t u  T a v e r n  &  J o h n n y  N e i l  B u i l d e r s

R a f f l e  d o n a t e d  f o r  R a h o t u  S c h o o l
                                              S e l l i n g L i n e s  f r o m  1  – 1 0

C o m e  d o w n  f o r  a  f u n  c o m m u n i t y  a f t e r n o o n

C o n t a c t  T i m  H u r l e y  0 2 7  4 4 5 1 1 6 7
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Main South Road, Manaia - Saturday 
December 17 - 12pm-2pm
Start just past the town hall. 

Interested contact 027 543 2298
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el ome to the unake and Coastal ews   
 ummer uide to hat s n in the aki

show asin  what our re ion has to offer  hether 
you are into urfin  olfin   or dventure 
 we have it all here for you  e also show ase our 

ea h Carnivals a fantasti  family day out  
s well as some la es that you must visit  su h as 

the awhiti useum and Ca e mont i hthouse 
useum  ee  this uide and use it over the 

omin  summer months

What’s on in the Kyo  s e  g ide

P omot  o   o  t

h a :      a ier treet  unake
or e mail us: ads o unake oastalnews o n

OPUNAKE  OASTA

NE S

ur   n   
i  e out on e em er th

P e se su y vertisin  m teri
e itori  n  hotos to us y 

e nes y th e em er to voi
is ointment

 o  a a  a   o

oto y a a c urray  pu ake

JONATHAN YOUNG
Need to chat with your Local MP Jonathan Young?
For more information phone: 06 7591363
Or email newplymouthmp@parliament.govt.nz
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Meet on the 1st Monday of each month.  
OPUNAKE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB
First Sunday of each month at the Opunake Town Hall, 1-4pm.  All welcome
SCHNITZEL NIGHT
Every Wednesday at the Stony River Hotel, Okato
COASTALCARE – LISA KEEN AUDIOLOGY
Wednesdays  9am - 5pm , for an appointment call 027 591 4222 - 0800 555 676
CLUB HOTEL  TEXAS HOLDEM POKER
Wednesday and Thursday Nights at the Club Hotel.
CLUB HOTEL POOL
 Tuesday Nights New Players welcome.
SURF INN
Every day free pool. Every Friday free sausage sizzle from 5. Every Sunday afternoon. 
Pool comp
COASTAL YOUNG FARMERS
Meet 2nd  Thursday of every month at 7pm at the Okato Bowling Club. 
TARANAKI COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME, MANAIA
Running every Thursday night from 7.30pm, 11 Surf Highway, South Road, Manaia.
EGMONT EUCHRE CLUB
Meets every Thursday 1pm at the Opunake Bowling Club
CAPE EGMONT HISTORIC LIGHT & MUSEUM
Open 11am – 3pm weekends, Bayley Road, Warea. 
TODD ENERGY AQUATIC CENTRE
Family fun times 10.30am to 4.30pm.
ELTHAM BUSINESS ASSOCIATION FRIDAY MARKETS
8am to 1pm, Carpark of Touch Point, High Street, Eltham.

PERCY THOMSON GALLERY
Stratford Art Society, 11 November - 4 December. 
THE VILLAGE GALLERY, ELTHAM
10 YEARS ON HIGH A Members Exhibition to celebrate our 10th year in Eltham’ High 
Street. Open 21st November - 16th December.
ST. JOSEPHS SCHOOL OPUNAKE COUNTRY FAIR
Friday 2nd December, 5pm-8pm
BUTLERS REEF LIVE BAND
The Salty Hearts.  Saturday December 3 from 9pm.  No cover charge.
GARDEN SAFARI
3rd & 4th December 2016, 10am - 4pm, $10 for 10 spectacular gardens plus the Manaia 
Walkway.
Food available from the  Manaia Golf Club on the day.
OPUNAKE FOODBANK COLLECTION
Opunake Foodbank, Opunake Fire Brigade, St John’s and Get Fit 45
Monday 5th December, 2016 5.30pm - 7ish
Please leave donations beside your letterbox to be collected or meet us at the Event Centre at 
5.30pm and come along for a walk.
LADIES SHOPPING NIGHT ELTHAM
Wednesday 7th December, 5pm-9pm.  Refer advert for details.
PERCY THOMSON GALLERY
Woollaston, The Wallace Arts Trust Collection.  Friday 9 December to Sunday 29 January 
2017.
OPUNAKE BASKETBALL ASSN
AGM Friday December 9th, 6.30pm at Sandfords Event Centre
COASTAL TARANAKI SCHOOL PRIZEGIVING
Friday December 9 at 10am.
OPUNAKE PLAYERS PRESENT
A Christmas Cracker - December 14 - 17 7.30pm and December 18 at 1.30pm.  Refer advert 
for further details.
MANAIA & DISTRICTS LIONS CLUB CHRISTMAS PARADE
Main Rd, Manaia on Saturday December 17 starting at 12pm.  Refer advert.
OPUNAKE BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS – CHRISTMAS PARADE
Saturday 24th December 2016, 7pm start.  Refer advert for further details.

    A n n u a l  R a h o t u  X m a s  
                                    H o g g e t  F a i r

R a h o t u  T a v e r n  L a w n
F r i d a y  D e c e m b e r  9 t h 2 0 1 6

1 p m  S t a r t
6 0  x  P r i m e  H o g g e t s
1 0  x  P r i m e  l a m b s

S p o n s o r e d  B B Q  a v a i l a b l e  
K i n d l y  s p o n s o r e d  b y  N Z  F a r m e r s ,  A F F C O ,  

C o r l e t t  T r u c k i n g ,  
R a h o t u  T a v e r n  &  J o h n n y  N e i l  B u i l d e r s

R a f f l e  d o n a t e d  f o r  R a h o t u  S c h o o l
                                              S e l l i n g L i n e s  f r o m  1  – 1 0

C o m e  d o w n  f o r  a  f u n  c o m m u n i t y  a f t e r n o o n

C o n t a c t  T i m  H u r l e y  0 2 7  4 4 5 1 1 6 7
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Garry Singh’s lifelong 
passion for cooking and food 
has led him to Hawera.

The new owner of Indian 
Zaika on Princes Street was 
17 when he arrived in New 
Zealand from India.

“I learned cooking from 
my parents, and I’ve had 
a passion for cooking 
and eating food since my 
childhood,” he said.

He took over Indian Zaika 
two months ago. This is 
his fi rst time owning a 
restaurant. 

“This is the next step of 
my career,” he said. “I had 
been looking for a place 
in different parts of the 
country, and this is what I 
was looking for  to fi t into 
a small rural community. I 
came here, and I really liked 
it.”

Previously he had been 
manager at Spice Junction in 
Whakatane. Before then he 
spent three years as a food 
and beverage supervisor at 
Novotel hotels in Auckland. 
He comes with a post 
graduate diploma in hotel 
management from MIT in 

Manukau.
Helping out as assistant 

manager is his cousin Sukhi 
Singh who has just graduated 
in Hospitality management 
from NZMA.

His two chefs are Kishan 
Nagi who he worked 
alongside in Whakatane, and 
Mohan Lal who previously 
worked in Whitianga. 
Both have over 20 years 
experience cooking Indian 
food around the world.  

ishan has cooked in fi e 
star hotels in India, and 
Mohan has worked in Indian 
cuisine in Germany.

“In our menu we have 
authentic Indian dishes from 
North India,” Garry says. 
“All dishes are made from 
scratch in our kitchen, using 
fresh ingredients.”

He says he is enjoying 
being in Hawera.

“My aim is to be a leading 
hospitality provider in South 
Taranaki. Our whole team 
is enjoying the hospitality 
in Hawera, and we have 
been getting good positive 
feedback. “

Meet the new team at Indian Zaika

Garry Singh (left) and Sukhi Singh at Indian Zaika.

Visitors to Pukeiti can 
easily fi nd more information 
on plants of interest thanks 
to an online ‘plant hunter’s 
station’ giving access to the 
igarden’s customised plant 
database. 

The Pukeiti Plant Hunter’s 
Station has just gone online 
via www.trc.govt.nz/plant-
hunters-station/. It has 
details on all the garden 
plants and many of the 
rainforest plants, and plots 
their locations on a Google 
map. There are photographs 
of many of the plants, and 
more are being added. All 

will eventually be illustrated.
“Users can search for 

a particular plant, or pan 
around the map to see 
where plants are, and click 
on individual ones for more 
details,” says Greg Rine, 
Regional Gardens Manager 
for the Taranaki Regional 
Council. “It’s a fantastic way 
to spread the word about 
what Pukeiti has to offer.”

Pukeiti’s new Rainforest 
Centre, currently taking 
shape on the site of the 
old gatehouse and due to 
open next year will feature 
a public computer with 

access to the  Plant Hunter’s 
Station. Visitors will be able 
to use it before their walk to 
check the location of a plant 
of particular interest, or after 
their walk to fi nd out more 
about an interesting plant 
they have seen. The plant 
database is provided by 
ris  ukeiti is its fi rst user 

in New Zealand but it will be 
expanded to include Hollard 
Gardens and Tupare, the 
other two heritage properties 
owned and managed by the 
Taranaki Regional Council 
on behalf of the people of 
the region.

Action stations for Pukeiti plant lovers

Pukeiti’s Plant Data base.

Z oe  R ob i n s on  an d  h e r  C al f   R oxy f r om  Au r oa S c h ool  w on  Su p r e m e  C h am p i on  C al f  
at  t h e  Egm on t  A& P  s h ow  at  H aw e r a . C on gr at u l at i on s  Z oe .

Egmont A & P Supreme Champion Calf winner
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One of the most anticipated 
events on the South Taranaki 
calendar is back again 
this year, just in time for 
Christmas.

Arts in the Park, the 
district’s biggest arts and 
crafts market day, is coming 
back to King Edward Park 
on Saturday December 3 and 
it’s the perfect place to pick 
up some unique Christmas 
gifts.

“This is always such a well-
supported event, the public 

love seeing what’s on offer.  
It’s great to be able to see 
the artworks being created 
and the variety of things 
available,” says Jody Bloor, 
event co-ordinator. “It’s 
truly a family day out with 
activities and entertainment 
for young and the young at 
heart.”

This year, REACT (the 
Rangiwahia Environmental 
Arts Centre Trust) will be 
entertaining the kids with 
a ‘Blooming Gorgeous’ art 

Arts, Crafts and fun for the whole family
project creating oversized 
fl owers and lants  here’s 
plenty to keep children 
entertained:  face painting, 
pony rides, as well as a 
merry-go-round and bouncy 
castle.

Performances will be held 
throughout the day on the 
entertainment stage. Don’t 
miss ‘Glorybox & Friends’ 
with well-known local 
Celine Filbee.

“A wide variety of food 
stalls will be scattered 

throughout the Park,” 
says Jody. “Or, you could 
always pack a picnic for the 
family and enjoy the upbeat 
atmosphere of the day.”

The event will be held on 
Saturday December 3 in 
the Park, but if the weather 
is not suitable it will held 
indoors to TSB Hub.

Arts in the Park is on December 3 at King Edward Park, Hawera. Something for everyone.

What should you do if 
you get lost in the bush? 
The whole family can pick 
up potentially life-saving 
tips at a free Explorer 
Day at Pukeiti on Sunday 
December 4. 

Come to Pukeiti on 
Sunday and learn to make a 
bush shelter.

The theme is rainforest 
survival skills, with a focus 
on building shelters using 
material found in the forest. 
Children aged from about 
eight upwards, and their 
parents and caregivers, will 
benefi t from the hands on 
training session.

Activities run from 10.3am 
to 2pm. Participants should 
bring water, good walking 
shoes, a hat and sunblock. 
The Founders Kiosk will 
be open, or bring your own 
picnic lunch.

Pukeiti Explorer Days 
are held every two 
months, providing garden/
bush based activities 
that entertain and inspire 
creativity among the whole 
family. They are part of 
a year-round programme 
of free public events at 
Pukeiti, Tupare and Hollard 
Gardens, the three heritage 
properties owned and 
managed by the Taranaki 
Regional Council on behalf 
of the people of the region. 

Bush skills pushed at Pukeiti

Free Explorer Day at Pukeiti on Sunday December is 
teaching survival skills.

Egmont A & P Supreme Champion Calf winner

Earl  Childhood Ed cation Centre
We are now taking Enrolments for 2
Please ring Sarah on 06 752 4289 or 

Sarah  027 322 3318
2502 S rf igh a  45  RD37  Okato
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OPUNAKE PLAYERS 
INC  

14th—17th DEC 7.30 pm  18th DEC 1.30 pm 

LAKESIDE CHRISTMAS PLAYHOUSE 

Adults $20   Student $10 

Book At Sinclair Electrical   

carols 

1-act play 

That’s  what  Opunake 
Players are calling their 
l ight-hearted Christmas 
variety show, to be staged  
on December 14-18.  The 
Playhouse is undergoing a 
transformation to a traditional 
winter Christmas theme, 
and a varied programme of 
entertainment is on offer to 
send you home humming and 
smiling. 

A modern take on the 
Dickens classic is presented 
in “Little Scrooge,”  featuring 
a cast of young people. 
There will be carols and well 
known Christmas songs, 
along with several skits 
and guest appearances. All 
to be finished off with an 
abundant Christmas supper. 
The Sunday December 18 
show is a 1.30pm matinee to 
cater for those who prefer a 
daytime outing. 

Ticket  prices are $20 
adults, and $10 for primary 
school students and under. 
Tickets are on sale at Sinclair 
Electrical. 

A Christmas Cracker

Part of the cast of ‘A Christmas Cracker’ which will run at the Opunake Players 
Playhouse, December 14-18.

French Canadian from 
Montreal, Serge Bernier 
didn’t speak much English 
when he came to New 
Zealand, only French. 

“I was thrown in the deep 
end,” he said, “after meeting 
a Kiwi girl from Taranaki.” 
He ended up travelling half 
way across the world to her 
hometown. The romance 
faded, but instead he fell in 
love with the place and the 

people, and decided to make 
this his permanent home, now 
residing in Stratford. 

“40 years on, I’m still here 
and I call New Zealand my 
home”, Serge says proudly. 

He discovered the Opunake 
Music Workshop through 
one of our regular members, 
drummer Wayne Pike, and 
popped along on November 
22 to see what it was all 
about. Serge said, “I was 
pleasantly surprised, and 
liked the atmosphere that 
we’ve created for the group.”

“I started playing guitar at 
the age of 14,” said Serge, 
who didn’t receive any formal 
lessons, simply picking 
up chords and rifts by ear 
from listening and watching 
other guitarists. “During the 
Canadian summer, I would 
put my guitar over my 
shoulder and go to the local 
park a lot, and just sit down 
and play.”

 A versatile musician, Serge 
said in the past he used to have 
his own recording studio, 
where he played and recorded 
all his own instruments. 

“For the past 10 years I 
have been jamming with 
friends in Mangatoki, but 
the drummer left, so we 
don’t go there anymore. The 
Opunake music group gives 
me a chance to meet and 
play with other musicians,” 
he said. 

He is passionate about his 
music and always keen to 
learn something new, and get 
those creati e uices fl owing

 “I  will  dig out some 
originals for the next music 
group.”

 I look forward to that.
Anyone who would like 

the opportunity to perform 
with talented musicians 
like Serge, or singers and 
dancers in the music group, 
please join us at 7:30pm on 
Tuesday December 6 at the 
Catholic Church lounge, 33 
Whitcombe Rd, Opunake. 

              Anne Montgomery

Serge Bernier playing bass

Canadian guitarist who calls New Zealand home
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Opunake -  M O V I E S  -  B O U T I Q U E  T H E A T R E  – H I R E  
F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  e m a i l :  e v e r y b o d y s t h e a t r e @ g m a i l . c o m  o r  c h e c k  f a c e b o o k -  Everybody’s Theatre 

D E C E M B E R  
Lollies, Popcorn, Ice-creams,  
Chocolate bars, Coffee & Tea For Sale 

 

Adults $10, Students 4-16yrs $8, Under 4 free                  
Senior Citizens $8. No Eft-Pos 

KEEPING UP WITH THE JONES 
Comedy | M Violence, sexual references and 
offensive language. 
Wednesday 30 November      7pm 
THE LIGHT BETWEEN TWO OCEANS 
Drama, Romance |2hrs 13mins | PG-13 
A lighthouse keeper and his wife living off the 
coast of Western Australia raise a baby they rescue 
from an adrift rowboat. Shot in New Zealand 
(Otago) and Tasmania. 

Wednesday 30 November                      1pm 

ARRIVAL 
Drama, Science Fiction | 1hr 56mins | PG-13 
Denis Villeneuve casts Amy Adams as an 
expert linguist enlisted by the US 
government to investigate and 
communicate with an apparently alien 
spacecraft that's entered Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

Friday 2 December 7pm  
Saturday 3 December 7pm 
Saturday 10 December 1pm 

I, DANIEL BLAKE 
Drama, Festival & Independent | 1hr 40mins 
| M Offensive language and adult themes. 
A 59-year-old carpenter in North-East England 
who falls ill and requires state assistance for 
disability. While he endeavours to over-come 
the red tape involved in getting this assistance, 

he meets single mother Katie. 
Sunday 4 December 7pm **Boutique** 
Saturday 10 December 7pm 
Wednesday 14 December 1pm 

FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM 
Adventure, Kids & Family, Fantasy, Blockbuster 
| PG-13 | 2hr 20min 
Author J. K. Rowling and director David Yates 
return to the Harry story, starring Oscar-winner 
Eddie Redmayne (The Theory of Everything) as 
writer Newt Scamander who discovers an 
underground community of witches and wizards 
in New York - 70 years before Harry reads his 

book. 
Saturday 3 December 1pm 
Wednesday 7 December 7pm 
Friday 9 December 7pm 
Sunday 11 December 7pm 

HACKSAW RIDGE 
True Story & Biography, War | R-15 | Depicts 
graphic & realistic war scenes 
When the order came to retreat, one man 
stayed. 
Andrew Garfield (The Amazing Spider-Man) 
leads this World War II true story about 

Desmond Doss - a conscientious objector who went to war 
but refused to fire a bullet, choosing to enter the battlefield 
without a weapon. Directed by Mel Gibson. 
Saturday 17 December 7pm 
Sunday 18 December 7pm 
Wednesday 21 December 1pm  

DR STRANGE 
Adventure, Fantasy, 3D, Blockbuster | 1 
hr 55 mins | M Violence 
Benedict Cumberbatch is Dr. Stephen 
Strange in this blockbuster Disney 
Marvel movie, a former surgeon who 
moves to a life of sorcery when his 

career falls apart. 
Wednesday 14 December 7pm 
Friday 16 December 7pm 
Saturday 17 December 1pm 
Monday 19 December 1pm 

WEDNESDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 
30   The Light Between 
Two Oceans           1pm 
Keeping up with Jones            
7pm 

2  
Arrival                  7pm 

3  
Fantastic Beasts & 
where to find them 1pm 
Arrival                     7pm 

4 *Boutique Night* 
I, Daniel Blake        7pm 

7 Light Between Two 
Oceans 1pm  
Fantastic Beasts & where 
to find them 7pm 

9  
Fantastic Beasts & where 
to find them 7pm 

10 Arrival 1pm 
I, Daniel Blake 7pm 

11 Fantastic Beasts & 
where to find them 7pm 

14  
I, Daniel Blake 1pm 
Dr Strange 7pm 

16  
Dr Strange 7pm 

17  
Dr Strange 1pm 
Hacksaw Ridge 7pm 

18  
Hacksaw Ridge 7pm 
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November 23 was Health 
and Disability Day, so 20 
stalls representing groups, 
organisations and health 
providers set up shop at 
CoastalCare in Opunake.

“We worked  in  w i th 
Marama Simeon of the 
T a r a n a k i  D i s a b i l i t i e s 
Information Centre Trust to 
organise today to inform the 
people of the Coastal area 
about some of the services 
available should they need 
them,” CoastalCare manager 
Aretha Lemon said. This was 
the second time CoastalCare 
had run an event like this.

Some of the stallholders like 

St John’s, audiologist Lisa 
Keen and acupuncturist Nigel 
Cliffe are already familiar to 
the area, while others like the 
Brain Injury Support Group 
have started more recently 
and want to set up a presence 
on the Coast.

Nigel Cliffe who has been 
holding Tai Chi classes at 
CoastalCare on Thursday 
morning now pract ices 
a c u p u n c t u r e  t h e r e  o n 
Thursday afternoons. It was 
also World Acupuncture 
Week.  Tai Chi classes were 
going well with 10-15 people 
regularly attending.

“I like this idea of having a 

one stop for health,” he said.
The Opunake St John’s 

Ambulance had their manikin 
there which could be made 
to cough, breathe or scream. 
It was also possible to close 
its airways, feel its pulse 
and simulate any number of 
medical conditions.

Kieran Lawn of St Johns 
said it was already attracting 
a lot of interest in Opunake, 
and was proving its worth.

“On Market day we took it 
out and people were interested 
in how realistic it is. You can 
change the rhythm of the 
heart and the blood pressure 
to create real life functions.”

This was particularly useful 
in training situations as it 
enabled volunteers to identify 
things that could go wrong 
and learn from them in safe 
situations.  

Also there was Progress 
to Health. Debbie Johnston 
said their group wanted to 
provide vocational support 
to anyone over the age of 18 
with mental health issues.

“We navigate people to 
where they want to go. 
We want to help people be 
active in the community and 
be work ready, and we’re 
looking to provide services 
to Opunake and the Coastal 
area.”

One of the newer groups 
there was the Brain Injury 

A one stop for health

S u p p o r t  G r o u p  w h i c h 
had been set up in New 
Plymouth last month. Jeff 
Hickman who had returned 
to Taranaki said that while 
living in Kerikeri he had 
benefi tted from belonging to 
a group like that and saw the 
need for something similar 
in Taranaki. So did Sheree 
Payne. The two had not 
known each other before, 
but both had gone to

Northland from Taranaki, 
and both had joined the 
Kerikeri group. Both had 
come back to Taranaki, got 
in touch with each other and 
decided something needed to 
be done here.

“We just want to help 
people in that situation,” Jeff 

said. “We can have a cup of 
coffee, share our experiences, 
have a good laugh and feel 
good about ourselves.”

His daughter Sam Woods 
is the group’s co-ordinator. 
There is also a support group 
for families.

Taranaki Down Syndrome 
Association liaison person 
Chris Rolston said hers was a 
“most pleasurable job” which 
included raising awareness, 
working with families, and 
helping people with Down 
Syndrome set up their own 
businesses. With her was 
Nicola McKay, who has her 
own business Nicola’s Plants 
Plus. Nicola from Stratford 
grows plants which she sells 
at market days.Audiologist Lisa Keen (left) chats to Marama Simeon.

Treating the manikin. From left Anne Davis, Adrienne Young, Kieran Lawn, Vlad 
Purgaric.
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After last year’s success, 
A Crafty Christmas Night 
Market is returning to Opunake  
Local crafter and organiser, 
Hayley Duggan from “Its A 
Girl Thing “ was so thrilled 
with the community turnout 
last year that she already had 
big plans for the 2016 market. 
This year, 100 per cent of the 
$5 door cover charge goes 
straight to the Opunake Surf 

Lifesaving Club. They will 
be using the funds raised 
towards the much needed 
rescue gear for their team. 
The team are at the market to 
help assist the 35 stall holders 
to unload their product and 
help promote the Surf Club. 
They will have sunscreens 
and calendars for sale too. 
They will be giving away 
spot prizes from all the 

vendors every 10-15 minutes 
throughout the two hour 
event, while shoppers listen 
to local acoustic vocals 
by singer Blossom Eiffe. 
All of the stalls are selling 
handmade  and/or  New 
Zealand made products. 
Items range from skincare, 
kids’ clothes, beach bags, 
art work, cupcakes and 
everything in between.  

Egmont 
A&P Show 
Champion 
Grey Huacaya  
Alpaca owned 
by Daryl 
and Diane 
Lehmann 
from Blair 
Athol Alpacas 
Stratford.
Visitors most 
welcome at 
408 Climie Rd, 
Stratford, Ph 
06 765 6008
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A Crafty Christmas is back
Soul Kitchen and bar will also 
be open. Hayley and her friend 
Diane from Inkie Fingerz 
are veterans at markets and 
really like their market to 
stand out from the crowd by 
adding a more personal touch.  

A Crafty Christmas is at 
Sandfords Event Centre on 
Thursday December 8 from 
7pm - 9pm.

A Crafty Christmas Night Market will be held this year on December 8th at the Sandfords Event Centre.


